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avid Hill has reached the halfway mark of his chairmanship 
Di: with Soe stralia and gaye ABSW an open and 
‘ank interview last Friday night al Driver Avenue, 

Many topics were covered and some surprising answers came to 
light, some of which were scathing of others, some showing the more 
human side of this charismatic man, but all of which pointed to one 
thing — David Hill is.a stayer and will see out the remainder of his con- 
tract, always attempting to put the game before all else. 

1 leave it open to our readers, the people whom Mr Hill stated this 
interview was for, to decide whether this was yet another snow job, as 
many have called such interviews in the past, or a case of setting the 
record straight? 

David, if there were to be a half-ierm report on your days with SA, 
what do you feel it would say at this time? 

“Without doubt, T think it would say a huge progress on the general 
aim’ of mainstreaming soccer in Australia, with some significant set- 
backs, the major one being the failure to make the World Cup Finals. 1 
would haye said disappointing progress with the national league, but 
contrary to what has been written in other publications, this year has not 
been the worst home-and-away season on record, 

“Us yardstick you like and it has been close to the best, I feel 
the NSL continues to go forward although, having said that, this year 
has not been as successful as the previous one, but a lot of the focus this 
past year has been on the World Cup which did not help the NSL at all 
and all of the energy, and a lot of the focus for soccer people. especially 
in the first half of the term. was placed upon qualification for France: 

“In terms of progress, I have always looked at soccer as being of 
three levels, 


Francis Awaritefe: Congratulations from ABSW on 
scoring your 100th NSL goal. Full story page 8. 
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AVID HILL 
SPEAKS OUT 


ontinues to boom. not as a 
anywa of the 
you look at the fig 
nainly kids, that are hooked up in the regis- 
tration system and; ata guesstimate, there is probably that numbe 
who regularly play soccer in Australia. The sport is really booming. In 
one particular area, in the southern suburbs of Sydney, there is a club 
which, considering it is a young area and is not a major population cen- 
tre at present, has over 1,000 registered junior players and over 100 
teams but, even though they have not got the pitches or facilities to 
accommodate them all, and it doesn’t matter what town or city actoss 
Australia, or which region or state you care to mention, it shows the 
appeal and growth of the game. 

“The senior level, and-we compete at four levels of course, 1 think the 
report card would be extremely good as well. We have now become a 
respectable soccer nation on the international stage. We had never been 
in the Top 50 of the FIFA World Rankings before and we are now sit- 
ting there at No.35. T agree with Terry Venables in that there is a lot 
wrong with the way FIFA do the rankings and | think that, even at this 
moment, we should be sitting at about 25 to 30 on the ladder, some- 
where around there, That is where we will go, that is where Australia 
fits in now, given what we've done at international level and provided 
we can play enough games, which is the problem, against quality oppo- 
nents, I think-we should reach 25 on the table and be staying there 
which, interestingly enough, I said Austrafia could reach when I became 
chairman of Soccer Australia and stated at the summit held in 
Melbourne a couple of years ago, and everyone fell about laughing, but 
here we are now and I firmly believe it to be well within our reach. 

“Our Olympic preparation is better than I thought it would be at this 
point. Those three wins against Brazil, we are trying to find where they 
have been beaten (at-any level) in three consecutive games, and we are 
very happy with that and with the U/17 and U/20 teams, where we regu- 
larly rank in the Top 10 of the world, and I think that, like 150 other 
countries around the world that failed to make it to France, we must 
look at it as a great seth: 

“Tntemationally our standing is terrific, grass roots, U/17 and U/20 
levels are terrific but we should have made the World Cup Finals and 
that has to be seen as our greatest setback. 

“The bit in the middle of those groups 1 have always regarded as crit- 
ical — the NSL. In almost any country in the world, not just soccer but 
‘any football code, its standing in the mainstream community is largely 
shaped by the health of your week-in-week-out, bread and butter nation- 
al premier league, You could say that the fortunes of English football 
are not shaped by international appearances but by the health. of its 
national league. It is the same in most places and that is why we must 
get that right here. Frankly, I am happy with the progress it has made 
because, apart from the crowds being down by about 10% this year on 
the last one but let’s remember that crowds were up 25% on the previ- 
US year and that was 25% up on the season before that the crowds in 
the nationak league for 1994/95 averaged around 2,000 a game and peo- 
ple forget that. They are now averaging around 5,000 per game so am 
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very happy. that progress is being made in the NSL. 

“Tt has to be remembered too that there were virtually no full-time 

er players in Australia, It’s true that a lot of the clubs are in finan- 
cial trouble but, by the same token, a lot of them are not now, as we see 
ialisation (Olympic, Perth Giory for instance), and we see a move 
Most of the players aré not earning a fortune 
ably haif of the teams’ players are earning a living from play: 
che national league. Three yeurs ago, there were hardly any play- 
ers in that category. It is putting more pressure on the clubs but we set 
out to do that and told them we wanted to see the advent of full-time 
professionalism in the NSL, 1 think it’s the only way we will stem the 
flood of talent heading overseas, 
A couple of players, who T won't mention, have said to me at 
Socceroo training camps, that they are playing in other lands because 
they want to play football full-time but could not do it here, although 
they didn’t particularly want to play overseas and, at least with what is 
happening now, we are seeing more opportunities for players to carn a 
living, not a big one, it should be more. | am not happy with where it is 
at, but the big thing is, there has been a huge rainbow in players that are 
earning their living solely from soccer in Australia, That the increase in 
crowds and the introduction of clubs like Carlton and Perth, makes me 
believe the NSL is on track. We had a weekend board meeting in 
Wollongong during 1997 and looked at where we wanted the NSL. to be 
in 2002. It was agreed that it should be typically full of clubs that were 
fully professional, financially viable, with terrific spectator facilities, 
pla in front of crowds of between 20-25,000 and shown on com- 
mercial television and I would have to say that we are on track.” 

So where can the mainstream Australian public expect to watch 
their soecer next season when referring to the television rights? 

“We are in contact with all the television networks, Our existing free- 
to-air contract with SBS expires on May 31 and our contract with Optus 
expires on September 3. 


(continued on page 2) 


David Hill: Chairman of Soccer Australia. 


——— 


(continued from front page) 


“We have been negotiating 
with both of them about 
renewal and they both have 
the right of first refusal, and 
we have been in contact with 
all of the commercial 
networks and Pay TV 
operators, We are still talking 
with all parties and, at this 
Stage, it’s too early to say 
what will happen. However, it 
doesn’t take a television 
genius to work out where a 


TO ENTER OUR FREE BOOK COMPETITION, SIMPLY FILL IN THE 
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


major network would 
schedule Ericsson Cup soccer. 

“A summer competition is 
better because during the 
winter months there are many 
sports taking place and air- 
time is at a premium. From a 
‘commercial television point of 
view, it’s a hard sell. We have 
the dual objective in the 
television rights of: 

1/ Generating much needed 
revenue for soccer and, 

2/ Pushing soccer’s profile 
more into the mainstream, 


“The major commercial 
networks see the international 
matches as being more 
mainstream than the national 
league, which they regard as 
being more a niche market, 
particularly in the vital 
markets of Sydney and 
Melbourne where we would 
be hard pressed to get live, or 
near live coverage of NSL 
matches in prime time. The 
reason is simply because they 
can buy other programs for a 
Jot less than we want for the 
soccer rights. If it turns out to 
be commercial television, it 
will be a package of 
internationals and Ericsson 
Cup highlights and you may 
see a splitting of the free-to- 
air networks, As for Pay TV, 


4/ The editor's decision is final 
and no correspondence will be 
entered into, 

2/ ALL correct entries received 
by Monday, April 20 will be placed 
ina hat and the first drawn shall 
be deemed the winner, 

3/ Entries MUST be made on 
the official coupon supplied on 
page 2 of this issue (no faxes, 
photocopies etc, will be accepted). 

4/ Simply fill in the missing 
letters, print your name, address 
and telephone number in the 
space provided and send to us at 
the usual address and don't forget 
to mark your envelope with 
‘Competition’ in the top left hand 
comer, 

5/ Don't forget to post your 


entry in! 


Optus have not only an option 
of first refusal but last refusal, 
so we can shop around but in 
the end we have to go back 
and talk to them. I have to say 
that SBS deserve their 
reputation as the soccer 
station, but so do Optus 
because it has been a very 
good deal from our point of 
view and we earn a lot more 
money from them than we do 
SBS and it is a combination of 
both the television rights and 
sponsorship rights. It is a far 
more attractive financial 
package. It would be good if 
we can do a deal with Optus 
but we are negotiating. We've 
still got time on our side of 
course, the new free-to-air 
contract is not up until June 1, 
when we don’t have any 
games, so we are reaily 
talking about next season and 
the Pay TV is not until 
September so there is still 
plenty of time, even though 
negotiations have been going 
for around five months at this 


ime. 

Back-tracking slightly, a 
media release came out 
recently where it was stated 
that a national committee 
had been set-up to look at 
soccer from Roo-Ball 
through to NSL standard and 
a unifying of the path to the 
top was to be endorsed. How 
is it then, a competition such 
as the Bill Turner Cup, with 
some 12,000 players and the 
largest soccer tournament in 
Australia, has been 
completely overlooked. Surely 
@ database of this size is not 


“The structure of soccer in 
Australia is a mess and the 
difficulty in addressing it is 
enormous. If you started with 
a clean sheet of paper and 
asked how best to administer, 
to run and organise this, given 
the fact that my background 
lies in large scale 


SBS Wins 


management, I have never had 
to deal with a worse structure, 
if you start with a clean sheet 
of paper you would start it 
along the lines that George 
Negus has. You would 
structure the game 
consistently with the product. 
‘The administrative structure 
would reflect the career of the 
player, from a six-year-old to 
a Socceroo. That is where it 
should be, but instead, we've 
got this archaic colonial 
boundary thing where we have 
got largely states and 
territories, all of whom have 
the constitutional power, plus 
of course the clubs. The 
difficulty in getting anything 
done is people like me are 
dependent, We get here by 
Virtue of the votes of those 
constitutional members. If we 
were to say ‘we want to 
change the structure’, we 
don’t see a need for your 
organisation, they're not going 
to vote for us. Now, the 
existing interests in soccer 
have the votes that determine 
the future of the game. It’s 
going to be very difficult to 
persuade people who have an 
interest in the sport to vote for 
themselves to have less of an 
interest in it.” 

Is it fair to say then that 
it’s a case of eroding the 
power bases that these 
institutions have made for 
themselves? 

“Yes. If you take a few 
dominant states, I don't get a 
vote in this, it is all very well 
for people to bemoan Soccer 
Australia and say we should 
radically overhaul this, but 
don’t have the power. I don’t 
get one vote on it at all. NSW 
get seven out of a total of 61 
votes, and they made their 
position clear when we set-up 
this committee, even before 
we had had the first meeting, 
they said we are not about 
reducing the influence of 
NSW, if anything it should be 
strengthened, 


last November. 


se 


“J think it’s terrific this 
committee (SPIC) has been 
set-up and there are some 
wonderful people on it, but 
there are also others on there 
that are all about protecting 
their little Bailiwick, and 
NSW have made it quite clear, 
as the largest state, they are 


to fix things for us, to solve 
things for us and that captured 
it all.” I replied; “No, I stood 
as chairman of Soccer 
Australia to advance the 
game, and that is the big 
change in the culture, the 
biggest single change, which 
has caused all of the tensions 


David Hill 


not going to agree to any 
streamlining or restructuring 
or modernising of the 
administration of soccer if it 
means that NSW’s influence 
is diminished in any way. 
Tony Labbozzetta, from 
Marconi, is on there and he is 
all about protecting the 
Bailiwick of the clubs. That is 
where you will see a lot of the 
antagonism, in recent times, 
that soccer has, historically, 
been administered for the 
incumbents and what we did 
in 1995, as a new board, we 
will make decisions in the 
interests of soccer. If you take 
the NSL as a good example, 
they were absolutely shocked 
when the first thing we did 
was to axe three clubs, not just 
short-term but long-term non- 
performing clubs. They were 
horrified and one gentleman 
said to me: “Hang on! We 
voted for you to look after us, 


with a lot of the traditional 
stakeholders. Soccer in 
Australia, culturally, has been 
run on the basis of looking 
after each other and the 
consequence of that is, soccer 
never went anywhere. Look at 
the national league, it just 
reached a plateau and stayed 
there for 20 years. The least 
you have to say, even this 
year, compared to 1998, 
which was not as good as 
1997, but it was still the 
second best year on record, 
and on a number of issues is 
way out in front. 

“That isn’t the way soccer 

has been run historically 
here.” 
Next week we'll look at 
the now infamous ‘step 
down’ letter issued by NSW 
and Victoria and expect a no 
holds barred response from 
David Hill. 


coverage of the World Cup qualifier 
between Australia and Iran in Melbourne 


for France 98 in June. 
Congratulations to SBS, Les Murray 


Logie Award 


SBS TY, soccer's super channel, last 
Sunday night scored a great coup for our 
code by taking out the ‘Most Outstanding 
Achievement in Sports Programme’ 
Logie. 

The Logie was accepted by the 
polished sports presenter, and ABSW’s 
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columnist, Les Murray, for the 
fing programme and magnificent 


Who said soccer does not rate on our 
domestic channels? 
It was revealed that on the evening of 


Les Murray 


November 29, SBS had attracted no less 
that 4 million viewers to watch the battle 
between these two nations, that ultimately 
ended with Australia’s failure to qualify 


. the weekend, 


and the entire sports department. 

Well done Les Murray for sticking it 
up to the other networks whilst making 
his acceptance speech on the evening, 


eee 

Australia’s 
World Cup 
manager Terry 
Venables, over 


finally 
accepted the 
offer made by 
Crystal Palace 
to coach the 
team in the new Terry Venables 
England Division One season. 

Venables now will manage the 
Australian team for the last time on June 
6 when Australia plays a friendly against 


Croatia. 
By John Economos 
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By John Economos 


Adelaide City’s coach, 

was spitting chips late 
last Sunday night, long after 
seeing his team thrashed 3-0 
by Wollongong City in the 
Elimination Final at 
Brandon Park. 

From his Hilton Hotel 
room Nyskohus told ‘Good 
Oil’; “We went from the best 
defensive side to the worst. 
Reputations from now on will 
mean for nothing. 

“Some of my players are 
believing the media that they 
are great, 

“T have two youngsters 
who I will upgrade to the first- 
team and who will be able to 
do the job for me next 


yin NYSKOHUS, 


manicured. 

If that was not enough, all 
the pitch markings are laid 
down with thick and very 
clear chalk white lines, 

What a vast contrast to the 
shocking grass and non- 
existent markings seen 
recently by ‘Good Oil’ at the 
Parramatta Stadium. 
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ARAWAK, the current 
champions of the 
Malaysian National 
Pro League and coached by 
former Newcastle K.B. 
coach Alan Vest, opened 
their mew season in 
sensational style by 
defeating the high profile 
Selangor, captained by 
Mehmet Durakovic, 3-1 in 
the Charity Shield. 
What made Sarawak’s 


Sunday. 


Johnny Nyskohus: Coach of ‘Black and Whites’. 


“Can we come back from 
this? It’s a big ask,” lamented 
the City coach. 

“Can we win back in 
Adelaide? The answer is, 
definitely yes, 

“But to overcome three 
goals is a big ask, 

“We must think positive. 
Had we gone down by an odd 
goal is a different matter, But 
we didn't. We let in two tap 
ins late in the match, 

“In the first-half we played 
well, but in the second-half 
‘two very bad defensive errors 
cost us dearly, 

“We also squandered, in 
the second-half, two very 
clear cut chances (Mori and 
Hassell), which proved very 
costly," 


kk 
AMBERT PARK in 
Sydney’s —_inner- 
western suburbs, 


home pitch of NSW Super 
League side, the Leichhardt 
Tigers, has over the past few 
months, put to great shame 
many other and much larger 
sporting grounds. 

Lambert Park today easily 
has the best playing surface 
for Soccer. 

Meticulously cared for by 
full-time curator Santo, the 
former home ground of the 
great Apia teams in the 60s 
and 70s, today is very lush 
with green grass that is 
weekly, and extremely well 


Shield victory even more 
meritorious was the fact that 
the ‘Crocs’ had to play out the 
last hour with just 10 men 
after Yunus was red-carded 
for punching the face of 
Liberian Alexander Freeman. 

Former Malaysian 
international striker Ramos 
Sari cracked a double whilst 
former Sydney Olympic 
striker Alistair Edwards 
scored the third. 

All four goals arrived in the 
first-half. 

“We had to defend like 
crazy,” Vest told ‘Good Oil” 
from Kuching (capital of 
Sarawak). 


“To win 3-1 and having to 
play with 10 men for an hour, 
just emphasised the 
commitment, effort and sheer 
hard work of all my players.” 

The ultra-rich Selengor 
team won the Malaysian Cup 
Final last season and for years 
has been regarded as the 
‘Manchester United’ of 
Malaysian Soccer. 

Alan Vest is now in his 
eighth consecutive season as 
coach of Sarawak since first 
arriving in Kuching back in 
1989 from Perth. 

This could easily be Vest’s 
last season in the Malaysian 
National League. 

“After eight straight 
seasons I'm missing Australia 
greatly where all of my family 
is based,” ended the former 
New Zealand World Cup 
midfielder last week. 
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rmer Australian 
World Cup players, 
tenacious midfielder 


Kenny Murphy, record ace- 
goalscorer Gary Cole, 
elegant sweeper or 
playmaker Oscar Crino and 
utility Alan Davidson, have 
all been mentioned as likely 
targets by Gippsland 
Falcons officials to take over 
the coaching reins of the 
departing Frank Arok. 
Former national coach 


ORAN MATIC, 
Marconi’ coach, 
despite winning the 


first-leg last Sunday in the 

Elimination Final over 

Sydney United, was far from 
leased. 


I 

“The 1-0 result was not the 
result I wanted. The game 
now starts all over again next 
Sunday at the Parramatta 
Stadium. 

“The challenge is still very 


Zoran Matic: Marconi’s 
murderous coach. 


much in the balance, 
“I wanted at least a 2-0 
result but never got it. I 
wanted to be able to go to the 
Parramatta Stadium happy. 
“We just can’t protect a 1-0 
scoreline, as a simple 


Kenny Murphy: Candidate for Gippsland Falcons’ 
coaching position. 


Arok recently signed a three- 
year contract with new 
management group, ‘Friends 
Of Sydney Olympic’, to 
command the position of 
Technical Director at Sydney 
Olympic. 


Kak-* 


Alan Vest: Coach of Malaysian National League 
champions Sarawak. 


deflection or an odd free-kick, 
and United could be back in 
business,” ended the surly 
Matic. 

Tt was clearly understood 


after last Sunday’s match at 
the Marconi Stadium that 
Matic was far from happy 
with two of his midfielders. 

In fact he was seething over 
‘two incidents, 

‘The first offender was over 
a complete lack of self 
discipline and for the other, 
completely ignoring a clear 
tactical instruction, 


kk 


ESPITE rumours 
surfacing in the 
Sydney Greek press 


last week, Adelaide City’s 
striker Damian Mori will 
NOT be joining the now 
cash-loaded Sydney 
Olympic that will be 
coached next season by 
Branko Culina, 

‘The reason? Simple. 

‘The Ericsson League's ace- 
goalscorer has just signed a 
new contract for two more 
years with the “Black and 
Whites’, 


Ka kik: 


‘ORTHERN SPIRIT, 
the Eriesson League’s 
newly admitted side 


to the national competition 
for season 1998-99, was to 
make a couple of coup 
announcements early this 
morning (Tuesday), 

Ata special 7.30am 
breakfast media conference 
today (we hope that this time 
slot is the first and last) at 
Spirit's superb boutique home 
ground, North Sydney Oval, 
the fledgling club will release 
some stunning news. 

Having missed out on 
signing Sydney United's 
towering goalkeeper Zeljko 
Kalac, the Spirit have nailed 
down another United keeper, 
the courageous Johnny 
Perosh. 


kkk 


OHN KOSMINA's 
continued term as 
coach of the Newcastle 
Breakers oyer the past three 
years is now almost certain 
to come to an abrupt end. 
Strongly rumoured to be 
taking over the reins of the 
Breakers is former Newcastle 
KB and Marconi striker David 
Lowe, with former Sydney 


Damian Mori: Staying with the ‘Black and Whites’. 


TMI 


Olympic striker turned left- 
back Graham (‘Flash’) 
Jennings slotting in as 
‘Lowie’s’ assistant. 

Both Lowe and Jennings 
have represented Australia in 
the international arenas at both 
youth (1983 and 1979 
Tespectively) and senior levels 

‘Lowie’ was a 
magnificently skilful and 
highly intelligent striker, 
whilst Jennings was an 
exceptionally mobile left 
winger in the late 70s before 
former Manchester United 
coach Tommy Docherty in 
1982 converted him into an 
attacking left-back at Sydney 
Olympic. 

Both former internationals 
have had a Novocastrian 
upbringing before heading 
south to link up with the two 
respective Sydney clubs. 


xk 


‘ASON CULINA, 
Sydney United’s 
dymamic, diminutive 
teenage sensational 
midfielder, has been very 
closely monitored by two 
interstate Ericsson League 
coaches. 
Despite some sensational 
performances for Australia’s 
Olympic team recently against 


the Brazilian Olympic team, 
Jason has only been able to 
make the —_ occasional 
appearances this season in 
United's first-team, mostly by 
coming in off the bench. 

Don’t be surprised if on 
Sunday ‘Little Jase’ doesn’t 
make a shock start at the 
Parramatta Stadium in 
United’s ‘Sudden Death’ 
match against Marconi. 

And let’s not forget Jason's 
older brother, Dean, 19, a tall, 
technical and elegant sweeper 
who still has to make a first- 
team appearance thus far this 
season, 

Despite their tender years, 
both have high quality 
techniques, exceptional vision 
as well as possessing 
embedded maturity, most rare 
today for teenagers, 


David Lowe: Possibly Newcastle's new coach to be 
appointed. 


Dean Culina: United's 19-year-old classy young 
~ ‘Sweeper. 
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@ ABSW 


his season’s NSL 
coach of the year 
award will tell a very 


poignant story about where 
Australia’s soccer evolution 
has taken us. 

Tf you gaze down the list of 
teams that made the top six of 
the Ericsson Cup this season, 
you will find five ‘new 
generation’ coaches: 
Postecoglou, Krncevic, 
Nyskohus, Mitchell and 
‘Theodorakopoulos. 

Look down further and you 
will find another five coaches 
of a similar generation. That is 
ten of the current NSL of 14 
clubs who are now being 
steered by men either born 
here or who came here in 
nappies. 

Only Frank Arok, Rale 
Rasic, Ken Worden and Zoran 
Matic remain in the top flight 
of the coaches who came here 
as adults. 

Compare that with the first 
NSL season in 1977 when the 
reverse was the case, In fact 
Johnny Warren, then coach of 
Canberra, was the only 
Australian born among them. 


Johnny Nyskohus 


‘The observation that a new 
era is at hand, where our clubs 
are being coached entirely by 
home made coaches has 
already been made in many 
places, including this column. 
The latest good news, 


however, is that these young 
men are now our most 
successful coaches. Angie 
Postecoglou has steered South 
Melbourne to the minor 
premiership; Eddie Krncevic 
has taken a previously non- 
existent Carlton to second 
place in his first year as 
coach; David Mitchell, also in 
his first full year, picked up a 
ragged and dismantled 
Sydney United and took them 
back into the top six; and Nick 


Perhaps next year when, if 
Zoran stays, Marconi will 
have fully digested his 
methods and they can again be 
areal championship threat. 
Johnny Nyskohus’ third 
place with Adelaide City is 
nothing to be sneezed at either 
although, given that Adelaide 
City has a high tradition of 
consistent success, it is not 
something unexpected and as 
such would not be deemed a 


Ange Postecoglou 


Theodorakopoulos, on a 
meagre budget, re-established 
Wollongong as a force to be 
feared in Australia soccer. 

These have been our most 
successful coaches for 1997- 
98 and anyone of them, in my 
view, would be deserving of 
the award, 


Zoran Matic also did well 
with his usual explosive 
finish, taking Marconi back 
into the six but fifth place, by 
his high standards, is no 
award winning performance. 
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Nick Theodorakopoulos 
major achievement. valuable playing commodities 
The most refreshing thing and real Olyroo candidates. 
about the achievements of the And he didn’t have it all his 


young quintet of coaches 
mentioned above is that they 
all teach and play the ‘right’ 
kind of football. None is a 
defence-minded conservative 
man and all play with an 
attacking ideology, planning 
their strategy imaginatively. 1 
spoke at length last week 
about the qualities Nick Theo 
has brought to Wollongong, 

But I am also suitably 
impressed with the others. 
Who wouldn't be with what, 
for example, Eddie Krncevic 
has achieved. Bear in mind 
Carlton didn’t exist at all 
before this season, The team, 
although bought well, was 
knocked into a unit out of 
nothing. It was Eddie K who 
finally managed to hamess the 
elusive talents of John 
Markovski into an effective 
force, and one which actually 
lasted a whole season. 

Tt was Eddie K who tumed 
youngsters like Simon 
Colosimo, Andy Vlahos and 
Marco Bresciano into very 


‘own way. 

There were some 
questionable key refereeing 
decisions and crucial injuries, 
such as the one which put out 
his captain Alan Hunter and 
which, for long periods, kept 
out his prize buy Kresimir 
Marasic, 

Eddie Krncevic was 
another who epitomised that, 
as has happened with our 
players in the last 15 years, we 
are no longer relying on a 
need to import soccer coaches. 
And if that evolutionary turn 
is to follow the model of our 
players, one wonders how 
long it will be before we begin 
exporting, not just players, but 
coaches, 

Having said all that, it is 
still good to see that those two 
masters, Arok and Rasic, 
remain active, Their keep 
knowledge of the game is still 
unparalleled, as is the wisdom 
that comes with their age and 
our young coaches still have 
much to learn from them. 


Road To World Cup 1998 


(CD Rom version) 
Review by Stuart Jones 


T is is the latest in EA Sports football games which 
includes, among others, FIFA 97, This gives you the 
chance to take Australia past Iran and through to the World 
Cup Finals, 

Tn essence you start off in the qualifiers for any team in the 
world and have the chance to take them right through. Each 
confederation is set up as in real life and you must qualify your 
side. Groups are always mixed around so it is a very different 
game on every occasion. 

You play in differing stadiums throughout the world, with a 
stadium from each confederation, including a large venue in 
Sydney. The teams have up-to-date players, although Australia 
does include Rapheal Bove and Alistair Edwards. 

If you do not like the line-up you can create your own players 
to play for Australia, Unlike games previously, you can even 
design the look of the player concerned, from hair colour to 
facial expression, 

This makes it great fun as you grow that goatie back on Steve 
Horvat! 

And built into the game are individual characteristics of many 
of the players. As usual the actual game quality is exceptional 
with a variety of camera angles and different moves for players 
to attempt. The opposition can be easy or tough and the pitch 
chosen can be small, large, wet or dry, you can play on them 
during night or day. 

‘There is so much choice for you as a player or you can leave it 
random. As well as actually being the player, you are the 
manager, with choices on starting line-ups, positional play, 
substitutions etc. Of course, the game has it’s own commentary 
with a 40,000 word play-by-play script, read by Des Lynam, 


Andy Gray and John Motson. What's more, even the ball can 
deflect at angles as in real life and not be the smooth projection 
‘so many other games have. 

Whilst there are a wide variety of moves for the players, the 
actual commands are kept to a minimum, meaning you don’t 
need 18 fingers to actually play the game effectively. You have 
to try and counteract the long ball play of some weaker nations, 
whilst you can try and out pass Brazil. 

The music is fantastic with such bands as Blur contributing to 
the soundtrack. The crowd noise is the best I have heard in a 
game, and you can switch off commentary if you just want to 
hear it. You can also play friendly games if you wi 

‘There are 16 stadiums to choose from (even an indoor one). 
Directions are fairly simple when you consider just how big a 
game this one is, 

I have played a lot of games involving football on the 
computer and this game takes us to a new level. If you want to 
play in the World Cup this is as close to the real thing as most of 
us will ever get. 

Playstation is $99.95 (RRP), and the PC CD ROM is 
$89.95 (RRP) and they are available at all major retail 
outlets. 
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ROAD TO WORLD CUP, 


SPORTS . 


By. Phil Murphy 


‘ollongong Wolves marker Jason Connolly 

sensationally quit the club on the eve of their 
most important game of the year, the finals 
climination first-leg tussle against Adelaide City last 
weekend. 

He walked out after being told by coach Nick 
‘Theodorakopoulos he wouldn't be selected in the squad 
for the two legs of the play-offs against the Zebras. 

Afier talking with the coach before the Tuesday night 
training session, Connolly returned to the dressing room 
and changed. 

He then spoke with two Wolves directors, walked 
onto the training ground to shake hands with the players 
and drove home, 

Connolly said he had been shocked when 
‘Theodorakopoulos told him he wasn’t in the squad for 
either of the games against the powerful South 
Australians, 

“T said that there wasn’t much point in training and 
the coach agreed,” Connolly said. 

“He (the coach) said he had been unhappy with my 
attitude,” 

Theodorakopoulos said he had no comment to make 
on the situation, however Wolves general manager, 
Graeme Haney, said the big defender was out on 
contract with the club at the end of the season, but 
offered him an olive branch, 

“We have left the door open for Jason if he wants to 
come back,” Haney said. 

Haney said he did not believe the incident would 
have an unsettling affect on the players, going into such 
an important game, 

Connolly joined Wollongong at the start of the 
season and was playing sweeper in the pre-season 
Waratah Cup, a tournament the club eventually won. 

Later he reverted to a marker role with Robbie 
Stanton used as sweeper. Towards the end of the 


VIC VOICE 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 
GRAND FINAL WHERE? 


lhis year’s Ericsson Cup Grand Final will be 

played at either Olympic Park or Optus Oval, 
although South Melbourne are still negotiating to 
have the game switched to the MCG. 

Soccer Australia has booked Olympic Park for May 
17, a Sunday, but say that the game may be played on 
the Saturday night or even the Monday night. However 
the big game is unlikely to be played at Olympic Park 
‘on the Sunday, 


‘Traffic around the ground is chaotic at the best of 
times, but with other sporting events going on within a 
5km radius, it would be in the best interest to change it 
toa Saturday game. 

At the MCG, Collingwood play Melbourne in an 
AFL game, there are also two basketball games on 
around the same time at Melbourne Park and the 
Glasshouse. 

But Olympic Park is not even guaranteed as the 
venue for the game, with Optus Oval also in the 
funning, That would probably only happen if it were a 
South Melbourne and Carlton Grand Final. 

Olympic Park’s 22,000 capacity would be unlikely 
to be enough for such a game, but the 36,000 that Optus 
Oval can seat would be ample enough. 

Unsurprisingly South Melbourne are unhappy about 
the suggestion of the game being held at Optus Oval, 
Carlton’s home ground. 


season, Connolly was playing off the bench, after 
former youth international Sebastian Sinozic took his 
position against Canberra and held onto it. 

Sinozic only recently returned to full training with 
the Wolves after suffering a back injury, and he is keen 
to force his way back into the Olyroo squad. 

kkk 


Kosta Salapasidis will be going home on Sunday. 


. The Wolves striker will be up against former club 


Adelaide City in the second-leg elimination final. 
Salapasidis, who is on loan with Wollongong until 
the end of the season, is looking forward to the big 


‘ ¥ 
Like old times ... Kosta Salapasidis 


He told ABSW he had been very impressed with 
Wollongong since joining the club, 

“They are playing very good attacking football and I 
have settled in very well,” the young striker said. I hope 
{o go overseas after my commitments with the Wolves 
finish. I want to have another crack at gaining a contract 
in Italy or Greece. If things don’t work out, 1 would be 
keen to play with the Wolves against if they want me.” 

Salapasidis was in Europe trialling for a contract in 
Italy and Greece before he signed with the Wolves. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


ca Melbourne have only one player missing for 
this week’s major semi-final first leg at Optus 
Oval. 

Defender Steve Iosifidis serves the second of a two 
week suspension but will be available for the second 
leg. And details of South Melbourne's friendly against 
Bentleigh Greens can be seen in the Victorian section. 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


lhe Knights are on the lookout for a new coach. 

Ken Worden has left the job he has said, at 
many times this year, was the hardest in his 
coaching career. 

He has been linked to the post at Perth Glory as well 
as a possible return to Malaysia. 

Worden did a remarkable job with what was a very 
thin squad, just missing the finals after having players 
injured or suspended at crucial times of the season. 

One name that has been thrown up as a possible 
replacement for Worden is former coach Ian Dobson, 
currently in charge of Victorian Premier League club 
Altona Magic. ‘Dobbo’ has tasted success with the club 
already and has a terrific reputation. 


c= have certainly felt down this season, 
particularly for us supporters in NSW. 
Despite this perception Soccer Australia hit back at 
Sydney-based media reports of worsening 
attendances, claiming they had evidence that this has 
been the second best year since the inception of the 
Teague in 1977. 

Ata media conference last week, Soccer Australia 
officials Stefan Kamasz and David Woolley refuted 
these claims, Kamasz pointing out that: “The Ericsson 
Cup has just had its second most successful season in 21 
years, In addition, the emergence of Ericsson Cup 
players in the international arena — the Olyroos’ 
whitewash of Brazil is a good example — is proof we 
are making massive strides on the pitch.” 

Certainly last year's attendances were always going 
to be hard to emulate given Hindmarsh and Bruce 
Stadiums were under renovation, and Sydney Olympic’s 
disastrous move, away from their supporter base, to the 
SFS. 

“We didn’t reach last season’s total, however, on 
paper we have a very exciting Finals series looming. 
‘The 1997 World Cup campaign obviously disrupted the 
season, but the success of Perth Glory and Carlton this 
season is a clear indication the Ericsson Cup is heading 
in the right direction,” observed an upbeat Kamasz,, 

Without sounding too optimistic, next season should 
easily crack the one million mark for the home-and- 
away season, given that there is an extra club and the 
likes of Northern Spirit, Perth Glory and the revitalised 
Sydney Olympic all capable of pulling five-figure 
average figures for the regular season. 

Added to this the Wolves, who are growing bigger 
and bigger under private ownership and Carlton, despite 


Soccer Australia’s David Woolley: Happy about 
crowds in the Ericsson Cup. 

an underachieving year off-field, should be able to 

capitalise on their on-field achievements at the turnstiles 

next season. 

Crowds for the home-and-away season just finished 

totalled a fraction under 900,000, which was still a 
reasonable result and not the disaster some have painted, 
particularly as commercial television generally ignores 
local Soccer in favour of lesser forms of Football. 
In, last weekend’s elimination first legs an 
encouraging total of 21,067 saw the two games, 
including a ground record at Wollongong of just under 
11,000, showing once again that fans will turn out for 
the big games, 

Certainly if there is no improvement in crowd figures 
next year then that would be serious cause for concern, 
but for the moment, we should not be panicking. 


TOPPER AND KOSSIE ON WAY 


By Dane Skafte 
eports coming from the Breakers and Topper 
rtswear management seem to indicate that 
all is not what it should be with the club and their 
major sponsor. 

Topper has reportedly fallen behind on sponsor 
payments after Newcastle retailers would not support the 
Argentine brand in their stores. Topper are also currently 
sponsoring the Newcastle Falcons Basketball side as 
well as the Ericsson Cup team and the Bill Turner Cup 
for schools. 

Breakers’ chairman, Bill Collins, agrreed that it was a 
concern. “I have been in contact with Topper’s 
managing director John Holder in the last couple of days 
and he assured me that everything is OK. 

Il we can do now is wait and see what develops,” 
Collins added hopefully. 


OUT? 


A source close to the sponsorship crisis, told ABSW 
last week that poor performances by the Breakers this 
season had made Topper rethink their plans and 
sponsorship of the Soccer side. 

And in other news, the coaching position at the club is 
under review, with John Kosmina’s job in some danger 
from local candidates, 

Several names are panning out as possiblities, 
including the ex-flying wingback from the Socceroos in 
the eighties, Graham Jennings (currently coaching the 
Breakers U/16 side), and local favourite, former striker, 
David Lowe, who has recently upgraded his coaching 
qualifications and and is the current player/coach of 
Maitland in the First Division. 

Both Jennings and Lowe would be popular choices 
should the Breakers decide to part company with 
Kosmina, who has guided and developed the club’s 
young stars in the Ericsson Cup in these last three years, 


English Premier League playe: 
lLondon club may be arriving in WA during 
the off-season to play guest games in the| 

‘A couple of them may| 


Jan Dobson ... Returning to Knights Park? 


Ph: 9552 6288 Fax: 9660 7349 
@ 91 GLEBE POINT RD, GLEBE 
@ Ist floor, 196 Stacey St, BANKSTOWN 
@ Ist floor, 2-6 Regent St, KOGARAH 
@ Ist floor, 83 Bronte Rd, BONDI JUNCTION 
Tel: 9388 0222 
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Congratulations 
Raul 


Dear Sir, 


T would like to congratulate 
the Olyroos coach Raul 
Blanco because, after all, who 
can be judged as near to the 
Brazilians other than an 
Argentinian, in footballing 
and coaching terms? 

The team, although you 
could see there was room for 
improvement, performed very 
well, the youngsters showed 
that if a side is willing to go 


Keep up the good work 
Raul. 


J. Muscat, 
Melbourne, Vic. 


Editor's note: 

‘Mr Blanco deserves all the 
credit he receives as he has 
done an outstanding job with 
the Olyroo side. 

However, the victories over 
Brazil were achieved without 
many of our overseas stars 


Raul Blanco 


out and give 100%, there's 
always a chance of beating 
the opposition. 

Once we have all our 
European-based players back 
for the 2000 Olympics, it will 
take a very strong team to 
beat us. I have no doubt the 
Olyroos will be in the Final, 
lets all get behind the young 
team, because success is not 
far away. 


and that should be respected. 
The 2000 Olympics are 
still a good way off yet and 


things are looking good at this 
stage, but let’s not put any 
undue pressure on our boys at 
this time. 

Let them instead bask in 
the glory they so richly 
deserve for having served 
their country proudly and 
inflicting the ‘unthinkable’ on 
our South American visitors. 
Well played to them all. 


Appeal to 
ABSW 


Dear Sir, 

Could I please appeal to 
ABSW. For some time it seems 
that a misunderstanding between 
ardent supporters of Australian 
soccer, has seen ABSW inable to 
publish details of times and 
venues of games to be played in 
the Ericsson Cup and internation 
al fixtures. 

Even though ABSW believe 
they are in the right and hard done 
by, cout it possibly be time to 
apply the words of Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Tt is an old and true maxim 
that ‘a drop of honey catches 
‘more flies than‘a gallon of gal’. 

So with men, if you would win 
a man to your cause, first con- 
vince him that you are his sincere 
friend. 

Therein is a drop of honey that 
catches his heart; which, say what 
you will, is the great high road to 
his reason. 


Could ABSW show great char- 
acter, and publish the details of 
the Finals Series fixtures as a sign 
of sincere friendship to all parties, 
regardless of how you have been 
wronged, for the benefit of 
Australian soccer? 
Perhaps in this way we will all 
benefit? 
Colin Scott, 
Engadine, NSW. 


Editor's note: 

Once again one of our readers 
waxes lyrical and I cannot dis- 
agree. It's a shameful affair that 
we'ave been unable to publish 
dates, times and venues and once 
‘more I can only re-iterate that it is 
beyond my control at this time, 1 
sincerely hope that common sense 
prevails in the extreme near 
future? The sooner the better as 
far as we are concemed! Iam pre- 
pared to publish this information 
but, for certain reasons, I cannot. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 


AUSTRALIAN & 
BrimisH Soccer 


number for verification. 


WEEKLY 


Short letters of about 400 words will 


be given preference in this column. 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


What Gives? 


Dear Sir, 

What is it with the NSW and Victorian 
Soccer Chairmen constantly wanting David 
Hill’s resignation? 

Just because he has entered politics, doesn’t 
disqualify him from doing his duties within 
soccer until the end of his term. 

I am sure that both Peter Gray and Joseph 
Brondolino would not resign their positions if 
they were both involved with politics, or have 
other business interests. If it’s a personality 
clash, then it's too bad. 

Why should Hill resign because the State 
Chairmen don’t like the authority he has at 
national level, which doesn’t appear to agree 
with their personal state agendas, It’s like Bob 
Carr and Jeff Kennett asking John Howard to 
resign as Prime Minister. 

Unless David Hill is completely incompe- 
tent, as well as completely corrupt and crooked, 
then he should be able to finish his term which 
he was appointed for, and to allow him to recti- 
fy some of the mistakes he has made, especially 
at the international level. 

He would be the first to admit that some 
things should have been done differently with 
hindsight, 


SOCCER 


AUSTRALIA 


Unfortunately, he put all his eggs (money) in 
‘one basket with the Terry Venables appoint- 
ment, having nothing left for the proper prepa 
ration of our overseas players. 

Even a couple of games against local 
English clubs would have been better than 
nothing, a week or two before the two Iran 
games. Anyway that's all water under the 
bridge now. 

What needs to be done from now on is to 
concentrate on the domestic competition, as 
well as the Olyroo challenge for the year 2000 
Olympics. 

With the domestic competition he has done 
reasonably well, with mixed results. 


With the Olyroos it’s to early to tell, but so 
far so good. 

Finally I am a firm believer that you need to 
fix the local domestic game first, before worry- 
ing about performing on the world stage at the 
senior level. 

If we don’t have a professional competition 
up and running here first, so most of the play- 
er’s can stay here and earn a good living, then 
we will be constantly chasing rainbows every 
four years in trying to qualify for the World 
Cup, with 95% of our best Soccerooss playing 
overseas, 

Getting to the World Cup Finals first, then 
hope everything will fall into place on the 
domestic scene, won't work unless the World 
Cup finals are played here at home, where the 
tournament would be heavily advertised in the 
media, and scorched into the national con- 
science of the Australia public from the word 
g0, similar to what the Sydney Olympics has 
done for the Sydney public. 

So unless David Hill can challenge for the 
World Cup finals proper in 2010, or the one 
after, my advice is to concentrate on the local 
scene, more so than the Olyroo challenge, 
because the Soccer tournament is just one of 
many sports to the local media here, especially 
Channel Seven, who have the television rights, 

Knowing the Seven network, I doubt very 
much whether they will show too many games. 
atall. 

The public will have to rely on Pay TV to 
‘see most games, when the time comes. 

So once again I hope he doesn’t put all his 
eggs in the Olympic Gold basket, by neglecting 
the local game, after all it's an under-age tour- 
nament, Which means it’s not the real thing. 

D. Scullino, 
Nerang, Qld. 


Editor's note: 

We could all of us say we would do things 
differently with ‘hindsight’, David Hill is no 
exception. As for the Olympic Games not being 
the real thing, ask any of those lads who stoutly 
defeated Brazil what it was all about and I 
doubt any would turn around and say “fun’. 

Our ‘best’ Socceroo players are the ones that 
wear the Green and Gold at the time, whether 
they are in Australia or otherwise. This country 
is not like England, Italy or Spain etc. 

Most of our players will head off overseas 
because it is those leagues that can sustain a 
healthy lifestyle for the players and grant them 
the financial freedom they desire. After all, 
don’t we go to work for the very same reason? 


HOW. 


With my help you’ll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 
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Will come to you 
ILIAS ORFANIDIS 

© 0419 622 685 


9601 1761 A.H. 


Gray/Brondolino 


should resign! 


Dear Sir, 

T would like to blast Peter 
Gray and, in particular, the 
VSF's Joe Brondolino, who. 
has a history of opposing 
everything 
Soccer 
Australia 
attempts to 
achieve. 

T he 
majority of 
soccer fans 
are sick to 
death of 
the ‘old guard’ minority call- 
ing for David Hill’s resigna- 
tion. 

Really, who are they sug- 
gesting should replace him? 

If it is one of ‘their’ peo- 
ple, then soccer will lose 
many of the new supporters 
(including myself), and we 
will be back in the Dark 
Ages. 

Constructive criticism is 
fine, but not the creation of 
factions. If they want to oust 
David Hill, do it behind 
closed doors instead of bring- 
ing our game into disrepute, 
and continually tarnishing the 
public perception of Soccer. 
In my opinion, they are the 
ones who should resign. 


David Hill 


On another matter, 
although I am a Victorian, 1 
also agree that it would be 
foolhardy to stage the 
Ericsson Cup Grand Final at 
the MCG each season, partic- 
ularly if two non-Victorian 
clubs are involved. We'd be 
lucky to pull 5,000 at the 
game! 

Even two Victorian teams 
would only attract 20-30,000 
fans. In a 95,000 capacity sta- 
dium, this would be an 
embarrassment for Soccer. It 
would be more sensible to 
play at Olympic Park, or even 
Optus Oval. 

Perhaps the GF can be 
played at the MCG in five 
years when Soccer is more 
prominent, but as Jack Reilly 
(Carlton Chairman) said, we 
need to crawl before we can 
walk, and walk before we can 


mn, 

The clubs would be better 
advised to improve areas such 
as marketing before attempt- 


ing these harebrained 
schemes. 

Many ABSW readers have 
suggested that SA, and partic- 
ularly the clubs, need to 

improve the 
marketing 
of soccer, 


There is 
no better 


illustration 
of this 
power of 
marketing 


than rugby 
league’s Melbourne Storm. 
Although I dislike RL with a 
passion, 1 must admit that the 
NRL's new advertising cam- 
paign is a beauty. 

If SA and the clubs adver- 
tise on TV, these stations will 
return the favour and give 
Soccer more publicity, If 
rugby league can take 
Melbourne by Storm (pardon. 
the pun), there is no reason 
why our game cannot do the 
same, 

And Perth Glory are 
spending 750, 000 on market- 
ing while still making a 
healthy profit. 

However many would 
argue that some of Melbourne 
and Sydney’s traditional clubs 
will not succeed with all the 
marketing in the world, There 
is still a perception that some 
clubs only cater for their 
respective communities, and 
this perception cannot change 
overnight, perhaps never, 

‘What Soccer truly needs is 
a change of in this negative 
public perception. If Norther 
Spirit successfully embrace 
the northern suburbs of 
Sydney and its various ethnic 
communities, like Perth Glory 
have done, then some clubs 
may be gone when the league 
is revamped in 2000. 

G. Owen, 
Geelong, Vic, 


Editor's note: 

It is true that ‘airing our 
dirty laundry’ in public does 
nothing for the perception of 
the game in the public’s eye. 
See our exclusive interview 
with David Hill for an eluci- 
dation of this issue from SA’s 


viewpoint, 
Re the Grand Final, if SA 
could involve the 


Olyroos/Socceroos in a pre- 
match game, together with a 
well-known singer as enter- 
tainment, we may see a 
decent crowd this year, and in 
years to come, 

‘As you rightly say, we 
need to improve our market- 
ing, and the Glory example is 
a good one. They have spent 
big on publicity and average 
home attendances of just on 
15,000 (three times the 
national average!) shows this 
is the way to go. 

As they say, *you have to 
speculate to accumulate’. 


Southern Division 


Carlton upset Minor Premier Melbourne Knights with a 
three-nil win at Knights Stadium on Sunday in the Qualifying 
Final. In an explosive start Cameron Pino put the Blues ahead 
after only eight minutes. Marco Maisano made it two after 33 
and from then on, until the last minute, the match see-sawed as 
the Knights tried to claw their way back into the game. Finally 
Carlton were awarded a penalty in the 90th minute which Pece 
Siveski converted to give his team direct entry to the Grand 
Final, The Knights will play the VIS for the right to the other 
place in the Final. 

The VIS had an excellent away win over Gippsland Falcons 
by three goals to one in the Elimination Final, After an inter- 
passing moye Joey Di Iorio got on the end of the final pass to 
open for the VIS in six minutes. Simon Storey put Ben Cassar 
through and when he was brought down, Adrian Cuzzupe con- 
verted the penalty for the VIS on 24 minutes, Four minutes later 
Luke Cheney took advantage of some slackness in the VIS 
defence to pull a goal back for the Falcons, The home team kept 
up the pressure until a breakaway on 70 minutes allowed 
Cuzzupe to slot home his second goal and confirm the victory 
for the VIS. Cheney, Savage and Hutchinson were the top play- 
ers for the Falcons, while Martin John was outstanding in the 
VIS goal. 


Northern Division 


Wollongong City booked its place in the Preliminary Final 
with a golden goal winner over Sydney United at Brandon Park. 
‘There was no score during the first ninety minutes of furious 
action though both teams would feel that they should have set- 
tled the result in this period. So the match went into extra-time 
and Chad Bishop’s left foot drive from the edge of the area into 
the bottom corner of the net close to the end of the first period of 
extra-time brought the game to its conclusion. The Wolves will 
play the loser of the Qualifying Final between the AIS and UTS 
Olympic for a place in the Grand Final in the Northern Division. 

The AIS plays UTS Olympic at the AIS Soccer Fields on 
Saturday in the Qualifying Final at 5.30 pm. 

Adelaide City is the champion of South Australia and will 
meet the Victorian champion in two weeks — the winner taking 
‘on the Northern champion in the curtain raiser to the Ericsson 
Cup Grand Final on 17 May. 


Round 26 


Southern Division 
‘Wednesday 15 April 
South Melbourne 2 Carlton 4 
Cureija 2 Josifovski 3, Pongho 


Northern Division 


Saturday 11 April 
NSWIS 4 AIS 1 
Watkins 2, Ergic 
Catanzaro, 
Hartge 
Wednesday 15 April 
UTS Olympic Colts 0 Marconi Colts 3 
Hagger 2, Selic 
Thursday 16 April 
Marconi Fairfield 4 Sydney United Colts 2 
Bruni 2, Pellegrino, Jerman, Maric 


Divisional Play-offs 
Southern Division 


Sunday 19 April 
Elimination Final 
Gippsland Falcons 1 ~—-Vic Institute of Sport 3 
Cheney Cuzzupe 2, Di lorio 
Qualifying Final 
Melbourne Knights 0 Carlton 3 


Pino, Maisano, Siveski 


Northern Division 
Sunday 19 April 
Elimination Final 
Wollongong City 1 Sydney United 0 
Bishop 


Saturday 25 April 
Qualifying Final 
AIS v UTS Olympic 


By Roy Hay 
Southern Division 
Pp (ee ar F A Pts 

Mel Knights 20:75 clegee Or cane 85 2454 
Carlton BOt- Bt ap en Oe pee’ 59 130 -bt 
Gippsland 20 14 2 4 55 27 44 
VIS CEA [ A, a} 45 23084 
Bulleen 20 f<omtO gear Sigel) 35 2833 
Bentleigh 20 «8 Duaang ID ier 29, Teen 
Heidelberg 20M sat BomeedilOreay 20 aes) 
Sth Mel 20 «5 Siebel Qvaiet 90 Sains -18 
Albury 2 «5 1 148 46 16 
Altona 20 2A ee ee a 
SM Rockets Boe A 1 18 «16 894 

Northern Division 

P w poet F A Pts 
AIS 22° _bsee OR DEB 75 25 (47 
UTS Oly Pegi. ee mes | ral 33046 
Syd Utd 22. < = HAP Gc MERE 60 40 39 
Wollongong 22 a) 5 6 47 41 38 
QAS oo 2! Eitemeas ey) 51 20-2 37 
Newcastle 22a 25 Cemeri 50 aes) 
Marconi CE (eee Hoel (eh 71 Rie 2 
Marconi Colts ae) 4 10 38 50 28 
ACTAS 220 Tapeel0 2 =25 5622 
NSWIS 22 05 5 12. 35 52 20 
Syd Utd Colts Doo Ah Beant 5ioas 126 67 15 
UTS Colts one 8 4 15 30 val 13 
. 
Leading Goalscorers 

Southern Division 
Adis Kablar Melbourne Knights 16 
John Kalabric Melbourne Knights 15 
Jovanco Novacevski Carlton 14 
Luke Cheney Gippsland Falcons 14 
Zoran Petrevski VIS 12 

Northern Division 
Mile Sterjovski AlS/Sydney United 25 
Mark Hagger Marconi Fairfield Colts 24 
Joe Bruni Marconi Fairfield 14 
Azur Mujanovic Sydney United an 
Michael Ferrante AIS 10 
Chris Tanchevski Newcastle Breakers/AIS 10 
Robert Angievski Sydney United 10 
Jim Bakis UTS Olympic 9 


Please note, goalscorers as given in revised tables this week are supplied by Soccer 
Australia from official referees' team sheets, and not as given to our reporter directly by 
club liaison officers. 


Southern Northern ra 
see ee inal 
Division Division AIS or UTS Olympic v 
Wollongong City 
Sunday 26 April Saturday 25 April (Date and venue to be 
Preliminary Final Qualifying Final arranged, loser eliminated, 


winner plays loser of 


Qualifying Final), 


AIS v UTS Olympic 

(5.30 pm, AIS Soccer 
Field, winner direct to 
Northern Division Grand 
Final, loser to play Winner of 
Elimination Final) 


‘Melbourne Knights v VIS 

(Time to be arranged, at 
Optus Oval, winner to 
Southern Division Grand 
Final, loser eliminated) 


NSW SUPER 
YOUTH LEAGUE RD 6 
GN3 Gii4 GAS GA6 
Parramatta Ey Blacktown 1-0 0-1 1-4 10 
Sydney Olympic v Marconi 1-0 40 00 15 
Manly v Sutherland Asc O41 04 Kal 0-3 
Eastern Subs v Newcastle 3-1 1:2 O68 O41 
Southem Dists vW'gong 2-1 6-0 5-0 30 
Gladesville v Syd Utd 10 5-2 io 23 
Leichhardt v Macarthur 04 14 10-0 14 
GRADE 13 
PW OD OL F A OIF PTS 
‘Syd Olympic 5 5 0. 0 18 4514 15 
Newcastle B41 3 1413 3 13 
East Subs 5a 4 On Atti om 9 12 
‘Sutherland 65 4 0 1 10 5 5 12 
GRADE 14 
PW OL F A Oi Pts 
Blacktown 6.-6...0 0-464 13° (18 
South Dist 65” 26), AR AS 
Syd Olympic 55. Oe Ol 4 4° «15 
Gladesville tr eae | 14°93 5 10 
Wollongong (fier te oe oes 0) een ee) 
GRADE 15 
PW oO L F A Oi Pls 
Newcastle 85 0 3 2 6 4 18 
Blacktown 640 2 13 9 4 12 
Parramatta: Bk ® - Ous Qe iaiore: 12 
Gladesville 68: 2% Otte 4! % W 
GRADE 16 
PW OL F A ODi Pts 
Parramatta. SFE KPa eye ae 
Newcastle 85 0 38 144 10 4 15 
Marconi 53 1 1 16a! iT 10 
Sutherland e344 bee 2 10 
DIVISION ONE 
Gi3 Gh4 Gis GN6 
Central Coast v Rockdale 4-0 34 0-1 34 
Penrith Panthers v Illawarra 2-0 10 1-5 44 
‘St George v Bonnyrigg WE 2-0 40 5-4 34 
Ryde City v Bankstown Asc 3-1 24 1-0 04 
Blacktown Asc v South Br 0-3 0-2 1-0 12 
AC United v CS! Schofield 1-4 1-2 a1 1-6 
Neapean Asc vC'bury Asc 1-4 42 24 1-6 
DIVISION TWO 
G3 G4 Gis Ge 
Mt Pritchard v Parramatta C 3-0 6-1 qt 1-0 
‘Stanmore v Mt Druitt TR: 23 12 2-0 1-2 
Hajduk Wand v Ku-Ring-Gai 0-2 22 3-0 4-3 
Macquarie Sp v Hills Utd 0-3 0-4 0-2 0-0 
Granville Asc v H'bury City 0-0 1-2 40 1-1 
@* 
EIREAKENS 
=, + pa 
a J 
oo 
7 
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MARCONI FAIRFIELD ....cccssrsseereeed 


SYDNEY UNITED wcseccssssssssssreneresseeO 


By John Economos 


irancis _ Awaritefe, 
Marconi’s hard 
working — gangling 


striker, scored his 100th 
league goal last Sunday 
night at the Marconi 
Stadium that not only put 
him in the record books as a 
celebrated centurion, but 
enabled his side to defeat a 
patched up Sydney United 
1-0 in the first leg of the 
Elimination Final. 

Having suffered a long goal 
drought, Awaritefe this season 
had been stuck in the ‘nervous 
nineties’ for too long, but on 
Sunday he finally nailed his 
‘ton’ in the 26th minute of the 
‘first innings’ with a powerful 
glancing header that sent 
United hurtling to defeat, 

Following a Marconi corner 
on the left the ball was laid 
back before midfielder Darren 
McDonald clipped it over the 
top of United's flat back four, 
where Awaritefe climbed high 
to hungrily head into the 
target, 

Whilst McDonald proved 
heroic for his contribution in 
this instance, six minutes into 
stoppage time of the first-half 
he tured villain when referee 
Matthew Breeze sent him off 


WOLVES’ FINALS OFF TOAF 


with a second yellow card 
offence for a late tackle on 
United’s fiery midfield captain 
Paul Bilokapic. 

Almost right from the re- 
start, Marconi dropped at least 
six men deep to strongly 
frustrate United and defend 
their slender lead. 

United's former Australian 
World Cup striker, now 
player-coach, David Mitchell, 
saw time ticking away and 
despite 12 weeks away 
through a knee injury, brought 
himself off the bench to 
replace a disappointing 
Bilokapic. 

Mitchell was instantly 
almost heroic as with his only 
two touches of the ball came 
narrowly close to equalising 
with two powerful headers 
from crosses late in the battle. 

However Marconi should 
have cemented the match in 
the first-half when as early as 
the sixth minute a Luke 
Casserly free comer brought 
two line-clearances by 
United's defence, the first 
from a Sean Babic header then 
a Vlado Zoric drive was 
blocked by towering 
goalkeeper Zeljko Kalac. 

In the 16th minute 


Marconi’s magnificent South _ 


Korean international sweeper 
Pan Keun-kim clipped a ball 


over the top for pacey striker 
Sean Babic to streak away and 
bust United's ‘sweeper-less’ 
defence, but his drive from the 
right to the far corner was well 
blocked by Kalac. 

United's woes stemmed 
almost entirely from their 
‘middle-line’ which carried 
two experienced men that 
again proved against Marconi 
to be passengers. 

Both surprisingly seemed to 
blatantly refuse to take any 
form of responsibility and get 
stuck in with either firing 
shots at goal, winning the ball 
or defending strongly. 

Finding just token 
resistance from United's 
*engine-room’, Marconi had 
the Pumas under constant 
siege for almost the entire first 
session. 

A minute before the break 
Marconi’s two Babics (central 
marker Mark, then striker 
Sean), both missed chances 
seconds apart as Sean head- 
glanced wide from in front, 
and Mark smashed a 
downward drive that bounced 
in front and then high over 
Kalac before ricochetting off 
the crossbar, 

Two minutes after the break 
Bilokapic drove hard but his 
effort zipped under Marconi 
goalkeeper Ante Covic’s body 


and slammed onto the base of 
the left upright. 

Mitchell introduced mobile 
little midfielder Jason Culina 
into the midfield in the 61st 
minute. 

The very skilful United 
striker Abbas Saad was 
constantly denied any quality 
ball-service and time after 
time frustratingly dropped 
back into the middle searching 
for some possession, 

With seconds left silent 
striker Mile Sterjovski crossed 
from the right as Mitchell rose 
high above Marconi’s defence 
to head flick just over the 
horizontal. 

A disappointed United 
player-coach David Mitchell 
teflected later that: “Marconi 
played very well in the first- 
half but then they sat back 
deep in the second which 
made it very hard for us. I 
personally feel OK despite not 
having played for 12 weeks, 
obviously I’m not match-fit. 

“Marconi should have 
scored before they actually 
did, but for me it was 
disappointing that we didn’t 
equalise in the second-half. 
The quality of our crosses 
were not very good and their 
two stoppers played well. We 
must polish up this week on 
our crossing. 


Francis Awaritefe: His 100th goal was vital for 


Marconi, 


“We came here tonight not 
to concede goals, now we 
must go out and win next 
Sunday no matter what. 
Marconi is good at sucking 
you out and then they hit you 
on the break,” ended a tired 
Mitchell. 

Ironically — Marconi’s 
victorious coach Zoran Matic 
was also disappointed, stating: 
“Tn these type of games you 
can’t afford to play a man 
short and we survived.” 

The coach, however, was 
most critical about one of his 
midfielders who showed good 


[WOLLONGONG WOLVES vrcsecscsssered ADELAIDE CITY .ccsccccssssssssensensees 


By Phil Murphy 


record crowd of 
10,954 roared their 
approval as 


Wollongong Wolves 
outclassed Adelaide City 3-0 
in Sunday _ night’s 
Elimination Final first-leg 
clash at Brandon Park. 

Tt was a magnificent night 
for Wollongong soccer. The 
Wolves may have lacked 
play-off experience compared 
to the Zebras but they more 
than made of for that with 
some superb football. 

Coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos had a tear 
in his eye as he paid tribute to 
his players after the game. 

He described it as a 
marvellous team performance 
but singled out marker 
Sebastian Sinozic and striker 
Kosta Salapasidis for special 
mention. 

Sinozic, the former youth 


international, marked 
Adelaide’s  dangerman, 
Damian Mori, out of the 
game. 


Salapasidis, who is on lodn 
from the Zebras, scored two 
of the goals and could easily 
have finished with a hat-trick. 

In the first-half he made a 
tremendous 60m run before 


unleashing a shot which struck 
the right post. 

Adelaide coach John 
Nyskohus was furious with his 
players after the game. 

He said they had been 
presenting teams with 
Christmas presents all season. 

“My players performed as 
individuals and paid the 
consequences,” Nyskohus 
said. 

“We started to drop off and 
people just became greedy. 

“We would be dreaming if 
we thought we could win the 
tie on aggregate.” 

Theodorakopoulos said he 
was very proud of his team. 

“We have laid a great 
foundation for the second-leg 
and I thought Sebastian 
Sinozic and Kosta Salapasidis 
stood out. 

“Tony Perinich is growing 
in stature up front every 
week.” 

The Wolves coach said the 


crowd support had been 
fantastic and must have lifted 
his players. 

Wollongong were always 
more mobile and played with 
greater purpose than the 
Visitors. 

Wolves goalkeeper Brett 
Hughes was hardly troubled 
and his only real threat came 
from team-mate Sinozic when 
the score was 1-0. 

The defender deflected a 
shot goalwards but Hughes 
came up with a brilliant reflex 
save to keep the ball out. 

Despite their domination, 
Wollongong didn’t go ahead 
until the 56th minute, but for 
the home fans it was well 
worth waiting for. 

Marker George Souris 
released Matt Horsley on the 
Tight and from his cross Tony 
Perinich headed home a gem 
ofa goal. 

It was 2-0 after 80 minutes 
after the ball went to the 
unmarked Anthony Surjan on 
the right. 

He picked his spot 
perfectly and Salapasidis got 
away from his marker to score 
from close range. 

With six minutes left, Alex 
Tobin fouled Surjan just 
outside the box. 

Alvin Ceccoli sent a 
stinging drive towards 


goalkeeper Jason Petkovic, 
who fumbled the ball and 
Salapasidis was again quick to 
respond. 

He got to the loose ball and 
hammered home number 
three. 

The Wolves now head to 
Hindmarsh Stadium on 
Sunday night determined not 
to fall as Marconi did last 
season. 

After beating the Zebras in 
Sydney, Marconi fell apart 
and lost the second leg 4-0. 

“We have too much 
character to allow that to 
happen,” was Theodo- 
rakopoulos’ — comment. 
However both sides face 
yellow card problems on 
Sunday. 

Referee Simon Micallef 
booked a total of seven 
players, four of them from 
Adelaide. 
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aus 


Sebastian Sinozic: Star performer. 


form early in the match, but 
went on to.add: 

“It's no good having a cow 
that gives you in 20 minutes 
full cream milk in a bucket 
then kicks the bucket over 
before you can get it. 

“Regarding the injury to 
Babic (Sean), we will just 
have to wait and see during 
the week how he responds to 
treatment. I’m usually 


unhappy but this time I'm just 
15% happy which is better 
than usual,” 

phlegmatic Matic, 


ended the 


MARCONI: Covie: 
Casserly (Care 46), 


SYDNEY UNITED: 
Kalac, Barrett, 
Kupresak, Vrkic 
(J.Culina 61), Munro, 
Hooker, Bennett, 
Bilokapic (Mitchell 75), 
Burns, Saad, Sterjovski, 


SCORER 
Marconi: Awaritefe 26 


REFEREE: M.Breeze. 


CROWD: 10,113 | 


Poy 
3 Awaritefe 

2 Kupresak ie 
1 M.Babic (MF) 


Hughes, Ceccoli, 
Stanton, Horsley, 
Surjan (Spencer 82), 
Dimoski (Younis 89), 
Chipperfield, Souris, 
Perinich, Si 
Spe, 


SEIT 
Armour, _ 
Yale nid 82), 
Ivanovic, Tobin, © 
anz0,Mori, 9 | 
{Brooks 41), 
Gibson, Trajanovski. | 
(Hassell 71), Thomas. 


POY 

3 Sinozic (WC) 

2 Salapasidis (WC). 
1 Perinich (WC) 


Wollongong 


ELIMINATION FINAL MATCH B1 1ST LEG 
Adelaide City 0 

ELIMINATION FINAL MATCH C1 1ST LEG 
Marconi Fairfield 1 


City 3 


Sydney United 0 


25 Carlton 3.25 
1.80 Adelaide City 3.50 
2.30 Sydney United 3.25 


ae 


South Melbourne 
Wollongong 
Marconi Fairfield 


TO WIN GRAND FINAL 
South Melbourne 1.90 


Carlton 3.25 
Marconi Fairfield 6.00 
Wollongong City 9.00 

Adelaide City 17.00 
Sydney United 21.00 


1352 946 


Bet on Soccer just by 
picking up the phone. 


hat’s 132 WIN! 


2.75 
3.50 
2.60 


GLORY FINISH ON A 
HIGH 


CANBERRA COSMOS.....ccccccssccscenrt 


PERTH GLORY ..csccsceccsssessesessesees 


By Graham Cooke 


t was an appropriate post- 

script for the season most 
at Canberra would prefer to 
forget, 

Three minutes into stop- 
page time — and with the 
Cosmos clinging to a point 
against Perth Glory for which 
each and every member of the 
home team had strived — the 
visitors won a comer. 

Perhaps it was.a lapse in 
concentration, maybe simple 
exhaustion, but this time there 
was no decisive clearance, no 
welcome boot up the field. 
Twice the ball was blasted 


goalwards, twice it was 
blocked — a header off the 
line from full-back Paul Dee, a 
desperation save from goal- 
keeper Anthony Giannasca. 

It returned a third time, on 
this occasion off the boot of 
Gavin Wilkinson, a defender 
who had scented blood and 
joined the fray. 

‘Third time lucky for Perth, 
and another dose of misery for 
Canberra, as the ball found its 
way through a spreadeagled 
defence into the comer of the 
net, 

And it was all over. The 
Glory took the points in a 2-1 
win to finish in a respectable 
mid-table position, a couple of 


places outside the finals. For 
the Cosmos, a second succes- 
sive season in charge of the 
‘wooden spoon. 

“Tt was garbage, inexperi- 
ence and a lack of profession- 
alism which we will have to 
eliminate from our game,” a 
subdued Cosmos coach, Rale 
Rasic, said afterwards, 

“But it isa price you have 
to pay when you introduce 
young players into the side — 
and we had Shane Lyons and 
Oscar Zamora both making 
their debuts today. 

“T was proud of them, and 
of the other youngsters like 
Harry James, Lyndsay Wilson 
and Peter Buljan. They went 


‘out at one of the better clubs 
in the league and almost 
brought away a point. 

“Tf we had had this attitude: 
all season we would have had 
7,000 or 8,000 people here, 
winning or losing.” 

And it was certainly a 
value-for-money performance 
from both teams, with nothing 
hanging on the result apart 
from next season’s contracts. 

The equaliser came seven 
minutes into the second-half. 
A long throw from Michael 
Musitano caused confusion in 
front of the Glory goal. 
Korean Kim Jung Sig saw his 
shot blocked by Tony 
Franken, but James had posi- 


By Aidan Ormond 


ADELAIDE CITY V 
WOLLONGONG 
CITY 


What a cracker this will be. 
However the spectre of what 
happened last year to Marconi 
will loom large in coach 
Theodorakopoulos’ prepara- 
tion of his Wolves this week, 

At home Adelaide City is 
awesome, and when Mori 
fires the team fire. The Zebras 
beat Wolves 4-2 earlier this 
year at Hindmarsh and paid 
the South Coast club the com- 
pliment of calling them the 
best team to visit Hindmarsh 
this year. 

It is possible that City can 
beat Wollongong, but can 


they do it by enough to pull 
back the three goal deficit? 
‘My tip is a win to the home 
side but by not enough to win 
the tie, particularly as Kosta 
Salapasidis loves the big 


occasion, together with 
Scotty Chipperfield up-front 
and the skilful prompting of 
Anthony Surjan from mid- 
field. 

And besides the Wolves 
have worked too hard to 
throw this one away. Haven't 
they? 


SYDNEY UNITED V 
MARCONI 


Marconi are the form team 
of NSW and could beat any- 


Bobby Despotovski: Set Glory on the way. 


tioned himself well to take the 
rebound and stroke it back 
into the net. 

Both teams went after the 
winner. Canberra lived dan- 
gerously when Scott Halpin 
blazed over the bar from close 


range after Anthony 
Giannasca had saved his first 
shot, but looked to have sur- 
vived until that last fatal 
seramble. 


‘one on their day given their 
current form. 

What stands in their way is 
the guile and experience of 
David Mitchell, who knows 
exactly how to prepare his 
troops for what will be their 
most difficult assignment. 

The key for me is the ser- 
vice to Abbas Saad, 

If his ball-service is 
restricted the potential match- 
winner for the home side will 
be muzzled. If he is supplied 
with quality he can destroy 
even Marconi (at Marconi last 
weekend he was forced to 
drift back in a futile attempt 
to find possession). 

However little Jason 
Culina may just be the tramp. 
card in Mitchell's pack . 

Nevertheless, at the back 
Marconi have for mine the 
finest sweeper in the country 
in the form of Korean interna- 
tional Pan Keun-kim — his 
vision and elan should be 
enough to hold out whatever 
the Pumas can throw at him 
and Covie in the Marconi 
defence, 

And of course in midfield 
the key to the battle will be 
Brad Maloney. Even without 
the suspended McDonald he 
should have enough support 
from Zoric to snuff out 
Bilokapic and Co, 


Finally 100 goal man 
Francis Awaritefe is in form 
just at the right time and my 
tip is a tight game with 
Franny scoring in a tight 
draw, thus allowing Marconi 
to go through to play the 
Wolves in a NSW derby to 
end all derbies, 


| Wilson, Popovich, 
A Soa a 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — APRIL 21, 1998 9 


FERGUSON RELISHING AIS CHALLENGE 


Fy the AIS scholarship 
athletes the biggest 
sacrifice will be leaving 
home, and everything that 
reyolves around that — 
family, friends, job or 
studies and lifestyle. 

Yet Alicia Ferguson, at age 
sixteen, the youngest of the 
select twenty to be coming 
together in Canberra, had to 
make that move on her own, 
and to her credit has settled in 
well and is enjoying her new 
home. 

Ferguson was named back 
in late January, ahead of the 
scheduled AIS selection 
announcement, allowing her 
to relocate in time for the 
start of the new school year. 
Now, almost three months 
later, having paved the way 
somewhat, she can calm the 
uncertainties of others yet to 
uproot themselves, 

“Tt wasn't as hard as I 
expected, well it was when I 
first came, but I’ve settled in 
pretty well, pretty quickly,” 
said the Queenslander. 

“I love living in the 
residence, although the rooms 
are like little boxes,” 
proclaims Ferguson, 
“Already I know half the 
people that live there, mainly 
the team sports athletes from 
school, and others I’ve met 
around the place. 

“There's plenty of good 
gossip mongering too,” added 
the jovial Ferguson, “It’s like 
having our own little Melrose 
Place. The swimmers were 
talking about making a video 
and calling it Institute Place, 


which I agreed was a great 
idea.” 

‘There are set meal times 
for the dining hall, and 
Ferguson gives the food the 
thumbs up. “ve been seeing 
the nutritionist. It would be 
0 easy to overeat here, and 
even though the food is all 
good for you, you'd still put 
on weight. She gave me 
some good ideas to stick to.” 

But the one big cultural 
change for the Year 12 
student has been her new 
school, Lake Ginninderra 
College, which caters for 
Years 11 and 12 only, There 
they have no uniforms, and 
address the teachers by their 
first names — quite a 
difference for the former 
Brisbane private school 
student, “It's weird, I kept 
wanting to call them Sir or 
Miss, but then I didn’t know 
their last names, And I guess 
T'm just used to wearing a 
uniform, but there are a few 
that get really dressed up.” 

All the AIS schoolkids 
attend the same college, so at 
least there is no shortage of 
schoolmates for Ferguson, 
She has elected to continue 
with the system she started 
back home by sitting Year 12 
‘over two years, and has just 


completed term one of the’ 


first year. Back at the 
residence, all students must 
attend Study Hall, two hours 
Monday to Thursday nights, 
where they have access to 
computers, and tutors are 
provided. 

For the current school 


holiday bréak, Ferguson is 
spending the time back at 
home in Brisbane, but after 
settling in so well, this may 
make things harder on her 
She 


return to Canberra. 
realises just how 
much she misses 
her __ friends, 
family, and 
boyfriend. “I 
wasn’t homesick 
when I left 
Canberra, though 
I'd been missing fj 
everyone of 
course. But 
when I got back 
home, I suddenly 
felt I really miss 
this and I really 
miss that, and 
my room was [ 
still like it was 
when I left it. 
‘The three weeks 
I've been home 
have gone really 
quickly, and I 
know it'll be a 
long time before 
I get to come & 
back.” 
Ferguson's 
‘little box’ at the 
residence is a 
single room 
which began with 
just a bed, desk, cupboards 
and sink. It has since been 
filled with pictures and 
posters for a more homely, 
lived-in feel, plus her own 
stefeo and TY. Bathroom and 
laundry facilities are shared 
between the twelve rooms in 
the block, including the 


supervisor. Ferguson has the 
added luxury of a telephone 
in her room, not a standard 
fixture, and reveals she has 
racked up a huge phone bill 
on Homelink. 


Alicia Farguson (L). 


“The older ones better watch out” 


Without paying for one of 
your own, there is only the 
use of the single telephone 
shared between everyone in 
the block. Says Ferguson, 
“It’s really hard with just the 
one phone which is in the 
common room, They're all 
swimmers in my block, and 


all Melrose Place junkies. 
They go nuts if you're on the 
phone at that time,” 

She copes by keeping busy 
and “hanging out” with her 
new circle of friends: Amy 
Wilson, Pieta- 
Claire and 
Danielle 
Hepperlin, Dior 
Foxhill, and 
Amy Beattie 
(from the ACT 
Academy of 
Sport, where she 
is training until 
the AIS kicks off 
on | July). 

“The ACT 
| girls made me 
really welcome,” 
she explained. 
“I don’t think 
| they realise how 
much, but 
they’ve really 
helped me settle 
in. It's cool, we 
all got on 
together straight 
away. There's 
always 
| something to do 
at the AIS, plus 
weekends I'm 
usually around at 
a friends place.” 

Canberra is 
usually not regarded as the 
most glamorous of cities, nor 
exactly welcoming in terms 
of the weather, but the 
teenage athlete has no 
problem with either 
perception. “It’s a lot smaller 
than Brisbane, and there’s not 
as many different people, but 


BROWN OFF ON 
SCOUTING TRIP 


‘ational coach Greg Brown heads off to Europe tomorrow 
for a month-long scouting journey. 
oa With the European World Cup qualifiers approaching the 
business end of play, he will be a keen spectator at five important 
fixtures: Italy y Finland, France v Switzerland, Spain vy Sweden, 
Portugal v Denmark, and England’s clash with Norway. 
“These are teams that will be playing at the World Cup, and 
teams I’ve not seen before,” explained Brown. “It’s a good 
‘opportunity to see them close-up, and I'll be taking some video 


SHARON BLACK (SA) 


What will you miss most ? 

“amily and friends” 

What are you most looking forward to at AIS ? 
“Training with intensity, quality players around me 
all the time.” 


T really like it actually,” she 
revealed. 

“Lots of people from 
outside say Canberra’s so 
boring, but I think it’s pretty 
cool, not too shabby. I’m not 
a beach girl, and I don’t like 
being in the sun. I can’t wait 
till it gets colder.” 

Ferguson enjoyed a 
meteoric rise up the ranks and 
has already made her debut 
for the Australia, against 
Hungary, during the 
European tour last August. 
She also played in the final of 
the Tri-Nations tournament in 
November when Australia 
defeated Olympic silver 
medallists China in Canberra 
on what was a memorable 
day for Aussie Soccer. 

The striker describes her 
selection for an AIS 
scholarship as the highlight 
of her career so far, with 
competition for the coveted 
places so fierce. 

“It’s a big achievement, 
and there was a lot fighting to 
get in, I'm glad I made it, it 
was a relief. I was lucky I 
was told early, if I had to 
wait, I would’ve gone 
mental.” 

Having been able to settle 
in early, she is really 
looking forward to everyone 
else arriving and the 
program starting. 

“They all know I’m the 
youngster, and I feel 
familiar and comfortable 
with all of them, But I'll 
give them a run for their 
money — the older ones 
better watch out. I really 


enjoy being around the older 
players — it’s helped me 
grow up, and there’s so 
much I know I’m going to 
learn.” 

“My primary short-term 
goal is to make the team for 
the World Cup qualifiers (in 
October), which means 
working my butt off when 
they all get down here. It'll 
be pretty hard to make the 
twenty — now they've 
narrowed the squad down, 
it'll be a lot harder to make 
touring teams.” 

Ferguson added that “the 
AIS is the most motivating 
place. You might feel down 
about having to go to 
training, but then you look at 
the swimmers who train 
three times a day. Then 
sometimes you might try 
harder so that you don’t feel 
so bad. And if you don’t 
feel like talking soccer, there 
are plenty of other athletes 
around. It's a really good 
atmosphere and when there’s 
a game on, everyone tries to 
go to support each other, It’s 
a real community 
environment.” 

“There are so many 
opportunities now, compared 
to what you hear used to 
happen ten years ago. I’m so 
lucky ... I just keep thinking 
it’s the best time to be 
playing Women’s Soccer.” 

Good luck with everything 
and all at ABSW hope that 
your future is suceess-filled. 


MAKING THE AIS MOVE: 
WHAT OUR ELITE PLAYERS THINK 


| KRISTYN SWAFFER (SA) 


What will you miss most ? 


“Friends and family,” 
What are you most looking forward to at AIS ? 


“Opportunity to concentrate 100% on soccer.” 
What are you dreading most at the AIS ? 


“Cold weather.” 


analysis equipment, so i 2 
we'll be able to gather all Whatare So deeacing moe! MS 
the statistics.” He plans to sat be loavi a9 
also speak to the various ‘iat iS eavinebetiodt 


coaches and other officials 
inyolyed, 


“Job at Amotts, family, dog “Boofa’, 
going out with friends, dinner parties.” 


‘What will be leaving behind ? 

“Job at nursing home, and my partner.” 
What are you hoping to have in Canberra ? 
“Some sort of job, Will live in at AIS.” 


Whilst there, Brown will vit see i egg 0 Ba fn Canberra : ; 
»B a A i k — anything withi . Wil es 

te eeu With shat ae. Bara vortan eo ge / ig | CHERYL SALISBURY 

fannotta, Australia’s Italy- we 
based striker, and watch |, KIM REVELL (QLD) : (WA/JAPA N 
her Play with her club. : 4 What will youmise most 2 

It . i i : 7 
fg ea ease Ee yee ma you miss most ? a 34 Thaven’t really been home, ’I! be moving again 
: amily. ; ee What are you most looking forward to at AIS ? 

eee oe qusliiers bak What are you most looking forward to at AIS ? : ee conan at tori ths roe build asa team.” 

ce fn never betore “Training as a team.” LR What are you dreading most at the AIS ? 
Sua What are you dreading most at the AIS ? , “No surf.” 
fence “The weather.” What will be leaving behind ? 

eae eee ie ‘What will be leaving behind ? “A few close friends in Perth.” 
va aa e. ifaever ee “Job as carpenter trade assistant.” What are you hoping to have in Canberra ? 
Ny Sa teqeiati Beach, Brisbane lifestyle.” “To have support people to help me reach my full 

ee aot ‘What are you hoping to have in Canberra? potential, as in Japan I improved, but had no-one to 
set-ups at top clubs Lazio, “Don’t know if I want to work or study. help me.” 
Manchester United and AC Weukiide ¥ corpeeiy aca conse" ese 
Milan. 2 


Greg Brown 
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Sharon Black (R): Leaves behind her dog 
Boofa! 


@ ABSW 


NSW STATE LEAGUES 
BUONAVOGLIA 


SUPER LEAGUE — ROUND 7 
FIRST GRADE 


P W D L =F Ai OIF pts 
Bonnyrigg WE ot: z. ee alB3 = 9) 4 14 
Eastern Suburbs (gg 1 UN Fe seat 3 S13) 
Canterbury Berries 6 4 1 (IPA Gf esi SIS} 
; i Leichhardt: —_Novaro, ; 
By David Cooper Popovich, Trehame (Nikelioy Blacktown City 6 4 0 2, 13 oy, 6 12 
mm Milcevie Pees), Petenon, | Leichhardt Tigers 6.53 go, ee yt Se 
Ca Coast coach Allan Bourke paid tribute to 0220 corte) Boonavosliay Bankstown City hi See 2 Ree 6 a3 mene 
scent dorm 2.08 Lambert Pare SEM Bans. SY Parramatta Eagles Serge ped mec 1 SOE Ne 
ae is all aE Ei Hit “in the twinkle of the eye he Goa tings Meier Margin Central Coast C= 1 3 8 5 3 vf 
can kill you and that’s what he did to us.” Pe Z ‘3 
Buonavoglia, kept fairly well contained by the Coasties Bel perettee aa Macarthur Rams 6 2 1 3 Del S ! 
defence in the first hour, raced onto a long clearance which was Caisey, Sprod, Sontag Smith, » | Sutherland Shire ae Dies Sie 4 an eee Sh bo 
jodded on and he ran toward goal maki istake with hi eSprod, : . 
ee te Ryde City Gunners 620 45. 5 ase i 
That made the score 2-0, which basically flattered the home St George Saints 6 530 jt 53 18215; 1 


side, who had been outplayed for most of the game till that stage. 

For Buonavoglia it was his seventh goal of the season and has 
Kept up his record of scoring in every game so far. 

“We were pretty stiff, not to get something out of it but you 
Could sense it was going to be one of those games as it wore on,” 
Bourke added. 

Indeed Leichhardt supporters were ecstatic with their side 
leading 1-0 at the break, after the Coasties had totally dominated 
the first-half, 


1ST 
BLACKTOWN CITY vMACARTHUR RAMS — 2-0 0-2 1-0 
BONNYRIGG WE v SUTHERLAND SHARKS 3-1 2-3 3-1 
P Richardson 28m G Bard 44m 


The Tigers continually gave away possession to the Coasties R Gomez 35m 

players all over the park but the Central Coast side let them off S Nielson 46m 

the hook and were made to pay. ie PARRAMATTA EAGLES v CANTERBURY B, 3-2 5-0 6-0 
Just before the break, substitute Christian Ortiz played a neat D Thomas 7m J Mendez 13m 


one-two, raced forward before sending Anthony Tesoro into the 
penalty box on the left. The speedy defender beat his man before 
crossing low and hard, Meier was unable to hold and Pino 
Miccolis was on the spot to score an easy goal from close range. 

But it was all the Coasties early, with Shane Knight’s shot 
flying high over the bar from 10 metres and, a minute later, 
Derek Caisley shot into the side-netting with only Flavio Novaro 
to beat, 

Miccolis had the ball in the back of the net soon after but was 
correctly ruled offside, while Caisley was unlucky in the 16th 
minute, hitting the far post with his chip shot after great play 
from Stuart Sontag and Glenn Sprod. 

‘The Coasties continued to pepper the Tigers defence, which 
was putting itself under pressure with silly passes — Novaro 
tipping a Paul Roberts shot over the bar and Knight going just 
wide with a header. 

With Leichhardt taking the lead, Caisley was denied again by 
Nyaro right on half-time with a terrific low save. 

Meier sayed brilliantly from Buonavoglia in the Sist minute 
but there was absolutely nothing he could do with the little 
striker’ effort in the 61st minute, 

As the Coasties searched earnestly for goals, Leichhardt 


S Karavatakis 41/85m — M Perey 16m 

ST GEORGE SAINTS v BANKSTOWNCITY 0-0 2-0 0-1 
LEICHHARDT TIGERS vCENTRAL COAST 2-0 3-2 5-0 
P Miccolis 42m 

J Buonavoglia 61m 

EASTERN SUBS v RYDE CITY GUNNERS 3-2 4-0 1 
M Daniels 7m J Koch 89m 

Y Ekinci 52m T Stratford 94m 

J Bennett 69m 


DIVISION TWO - ROUND 7 


1ST u/2i 
ALEXANDER WARRIORS v UNI OF NSW 2-0 0-3 0-7 
DULWICH HILLS v PARRAMATTA CITY 3-0 5-0 2-2 
HURSTVILLE ZSC v LIVERPOOL CITY 22 6-2 0-1 
HAJDUK WANDERERS v ARNCLIFFESCOTS —1-0 8-0 23-0 


should have wrapped it up with another goal, but Miroblay GLADESVILLE UNITED v GREYSTANES 1-2 0-1 44 
Nikolic and Daniel Totaro finished poorly with the goals at their Steve Karavatakis: Three goals for the Eagles this SYDNEY DISTRICT v MT DRUITT TOWN R. 0-4 2-9 
mercy. season, 
6 J 
SUPER LEAGUE ‘HOTSHOTS’ | pepeation pivision one Sones 
7 John Buonavoglia (Leichhardt) ROUND 10 Federation 
4 — Saso Petrovski (Parramatta), Jim Nikas (Canterbury), Derek Caisley 
(Coast) ' 1s First Grade 
3 Eric Williams (Macarthur), Mark Hoenselaars (Bonnyrigg), Scott Mutton 
(Easts), Steve Berry (Blacktown), Mile Todoroski (Bankstown), Jon PWD LF A DifPts SUPER LEAGUE 
Angelucci (Blacktown), Mick Daniels (Easts), Steve Karavatakis Stanmore Hawks Oe 05 5223111221 ROUND 8 
(Parramatta) Fairfield Bulls 9 6 0 3 19 10 918 
2 David Harding (Bonnyrigg), Jim Melissourgos (Easts), Angelo Hurstville City 2 § ; ; i 2 ; . Saturday 25th April 
Markopoulos (Canterbury), Paul Bentvelzen (Bankstown), Shane Knight | Penrith Panthers Z Central Coast v Blacktown City 
(Coasties), Sarkis Boudaher (Blacktown), Robert Gomez (Bonnyrigg), Under 21 Pluim Park — 6.00pm 
Grant Bard (Sutherland), Paul Richardson (Bonnyrigg), Pino Miccolis Macarthur Rams v Eastern Suburbs 
(Leichhardt), Tim Starford (Ryde), Yavos Ekinci (Easts). PWOD LF A Diffs Lynwood Park — 7.00pm 
AC United 9652 1 20eAY 9-20: ¥ 
DIVISION ONE Loar NE tr og DELTA pee er aspera me 
ROUND 10 BERN Car Seymour Shaw Park — 6.00pm 
Canterbury M/ville v St George Saints 


1ST 
ILLAWARRA LIONS v MOOREBANK SPORTS 0-3 
HURSTVILLE CITY vBELMORE HERCULES 1-2 


Henson Park — 3.00pm 
Bankstown City v Leichhardt Tigers 
Jensen Park — 3.00pm 
Ryde City v Bonnyrigg W.E. 
Serbian Centre — 3.00pm 


P 

Bathurst ‘75 9 
Stanmore Hawks 9 
9 

8 


HILLS UNITED v AC UNITED 22 
MT PRITCHARD v BATHURST ‘75 25 
ROCKDALE CITY SUNS v AUBURN UTD 23 
STANMORE HAWKS v FAIRFIELD BULLS 3-2 
MANLY WARRINGAH v PENRITH PANTHERS 1-1 


Fairfield Bulls 
Manly Warringah 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE — 0055 22885 
Max. call cost 75c/min — IDS 
(Higher rate applies with mobile and public phones) 
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Soccer Far North Coast (SFNC) recently celebrated the: 5! 
soccer in their area. 

The day proceeded with a march involving over 2,000 ju: 
players) in addition to coaches, managers and club offici: 

The march led to Oakes Oval, where the Australian Wome 
home soil against China in Lismore last year, culminating 
24 pitches at: Workers, Thistles, Goonellabah, Stars, ‘Sc 
University and Rovers grounds, and, playing in some 280) m 
and-a-half hours. 

ABSW congratulates SFNC, the officials and helpers whe 
remember, especially the 2,000 plus junior players. 

- Well played! 
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h Anniversary of organised 
ors (out of 3,500 registered 
layed their first match on 
‘the players moving off to 
‘Lismore, Southern Cross 
tehes over a scheduled four- 


ade the day something to 
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L Easter Monday games, 
St Albans Saints scored a 
terrific 4-0 win over fellow 
pace-setters Thomastown 


Zebras in their Round 11 
clash, 

The win kept the Saints in, 
second position and well 
placed for a charge at the 
finals series in the second half 
of the year, 

Hrvoje Karl was the hero 
for the Saints, scoring a 
second-half hat-trick whilst 
former Melbourne Knights 
and Collingwood Warriors 
midfielder Mark Silic found 
the target on his debut. 

Port Melbourne Sharks 
are finally getting their act 
together and they continued 
their impressive form with a 
3-0 home win over Bentleigh 
Greens, 


Kosta Caimakamis notched 
a double for the Sharks, taking 
his season's tally to five. 
Andy Vargas scored the 
Sharks’ other goal. 

Green Gully Cavaliers’ 


Woes continued with a 0-1 
defeat at Springvale White 
Eagles. 

Gully have picked up just 
one point under new coach 
Andrew Marth and it was 
Vince De La Plaza who 
scored the only goal of the 
game on 78 minutes, knocking 
in a cross from Zoran 
Cvetkovski. 

The White Eagles 
strengthened their somewhat 
depleted squad during the 
week, signing Michael Burlak 
from Preston Lions. 

They will also have Peter 
Di Torio on loan from 
Gippsland Falcons and are 
close to getting both Jim 
Gacovski and Carlos Retre 
back from injury. 

White Eagles: Brian, 
R.Marinkovic, M.Marinkovic, 
Calomino, Culibrk, Styczen, 
V.De La Plaza, Rikanovic, 
Craciun (Mlinar), M.Burlak 
(Uzelac), 

Cavaliers: Vella, Stafrace, 
Spiteri, Mangos, Douglas 
(Kindtner), Brown, Suric 
(Tribuzio), Stojcevski 
(Genovesi), Papadopoulos, 
Babic, Donev, 

Votes: — 3-Cvetkovski 
(SWE), 2- Craciun (SWE), 1- 
Brown (GG) 


THOMASTOWN 2 
PRESTON 3 


By John De Felice 


oO: 1,200 spectators 
saw Preston Lions roar 
to an impressive 3-2 victory 
over Thomastown Zebras 
on Sunday, 

With barely two minutes 


LEADING SCORERS 


9 Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 
Cuculeyski (Thomastown Zebras) 

8 Gnijidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) 

7 Beevinovski (Altona Magic) 
Lazareyski (Thomastown Zebras) 

6 Markovyski (Preston Lions) 
Karl (St Albans Saints) 

5 Papettas (Bentleigh Greens) 
Caimakamis (Port Melbourne Sharks) 
§.Rados (St Albans Saints) 


Th 


P 
Fawkner Blues 12 
St Albans Saints ul 
Altona Magic il 
Sunshine Georgies. 11 
Thomastown Zebras 12 
Bullen Inter Kings 11 
Port Melbourne Sharks 12 
Springvale White Eagles 12 
Bentleigh Greens 2 
Green Gully Cavaliers 12 
Preston Lions 2 
Moorabbin City 2 
South Dandenong 
Heidelberg United 


KH rwoReeUuUEuari98]8s 


played, Tony Sterjovski’s 
searching cross to Sash 
Markovski was met with a 
pinpoint header by the ace 
Striker to put the Lions ahead. 

The visitors weren't 
content to rest on the one goal 
cushion and searched for their 
second which duly arrived in 
the ninth minute. 

Joe Tricarico, on loan from 
Gippsland Falcons, was able 
to pass the ball to Markovski 
who had the simple task of 
tapping home his, and 
Preston's, second goal. 

When the match seemed to 
be slipping away from the 
Zebras, Nick Cuculevski was 
able to give Thomastown a 
chance of coming back into 
the match when, in the 22nd 
minute, he dribbled past his 
marker and scored, 

The Zebras had an 
excellent opportunity to level 
the scores when referee Alan 
Contini awarded the Zebras 
an indirect free-kick inside 
the penalty area after Preston 
keeper Lupce Acevski took 
too many steps. 

George Jolevski’s effort 

went just millimetres over 
the crossbar. 
+ The equaliser finally came 
in the 63rd minute when 
Cuculevski was able to chip 
Acevski much to the delight 
of the home supporters. 

Five minutes later the 
home crowd was silenced 
when Ivan Filipovski was 
fouled inside the area by 
Anthony Boschini. 

Chris Emsoyski took the 
penalty and scored to put the 
Lions back into the lead, 

The Zebras had an 
excellent chance to level 
again when Anthony 
Burlak’s 75th minute clumsy 
challenge on Cuculevski in 
the area resulted in Contini 
awarding the Zebras a 
penalty. 

But Nick Lazarevski’s 
tame shot was easily dealt 
with by Acevski. 

Zebras: Raponi, lacovitti 
(Pereira), Jolevski, D.De 
Propertis, Boschini, 
Nedanovski, Lingurovski 


(Lakovski), Slifkas, 
Lazarevski, Gasparini, 
‘Cuculevski. 

Lions: Acevski, Drogriski, 
Lisolajski,  Bizimovski 
(Smirnis),  Sterjovski 


(Kuzmanoyski), Radecki 
(Chiodo), Markovski, Burlak, 
Filipovski,  Emsovski, 
Tricarico. 

Votes: 3- Markovski (PL), 
2- Cuculevski (TZ), 1- 
Tricarico (PL). 


MOORABBIN 2 


FAWKNER 3 
By Dwyght Tuffnell 
fawkner Blues hung onto 
top spot on the ladder 
with a 3-2 win at 
Moorabbin City. 

Moorabbin, at the wrong 
end of the table, were twice 
down by two goals but 
fought back on both 
occasions, and even 
threatened to equalise late in 
the game. 

Moorabbin coach Mike 
Lynn was in high spirits after 
the game despite the club’s 
seventh defeat of the season, 

“It’s a bit frustrating, we 
showed them too .much 
respect in the first-half and 
gave them too much 
possession,” said Lynn 

After beginning well, 
Moorabbin fell behind after 


16 minutes. 

Substitute Enzo De Santis’ 
cross was flicked across his 
own goal by Chris Durand 
and Chris Sterjovski nodded 
home. 

Four minutes later the 
Blues scored again, and not a 
goal that Moorabbin keeper 
Bruce McLaren will want to 
remember. 

From a free-kick, on a 
tight angle, Joe Biskic 
managed to squeeze the ball 
in at the near post. 

David Costa gave the 
home side some hope going 
into the break with a fantastic 
lob from the edge of the area 
that was too good for 
Maurice Gonzales. 

Twelve minutes into the 
second-half Fawkner’s Ivan 
Duzel scored a goal similar 
in class to Costa’s. 

Marco Di Sauro’s cross 
was cleared out to the edge 
of the box where Duzel 
volleyed in. 

On 64 minutes Liam 
Caffrey scored for 
Moorabbin. 

Blues defender Vitale 
Ferrante appeared to be 
fouled by Caffrey, but David 
Hanna ran on and had his 
effort saved by Gonzales 
leaving Caffrey to pounce 
and score. 

And Caffrey almost 
levelled for Moorabbin ten 
minutes before time when 
Gonzales tipped his shot onto 
the bar. 

Duzel and George 
Pantelidis were both sent-off 
in the 84th minute for an off- 
the-ball incident. Both had 
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also been booked earlier. 

Lynn thought his side was 
unlucky not to get a point out 
of the game. 

“The last 20 minutes was 
bombardment. You would 
have thought we were top of 
the league.” 

Blues coach Ken Murphy 
gave credit to Moorabbin and 
was pleased to get the three 


points. 

“We played good 
controlled soccer in the first- 
half but got involved in a real 
battle towards the end,” 
Murphy said, 

City: McLaren, Marly, 
Graham, Davie, L.Caffrey, 
Leopold, Colossi, Durand 
(Jackson), Pantelidis, 
McMullen (Hanna), Costa. 


CG took a relaxed approach leading 
into Sunday’s major semi-final by 
playing an intra-club game. 

Coaches Eddie Krncevic, Fab Incantalupo 
and Jeff Olver also took part. After the training 
Tun, the squad got together for a barbecue. 

The Blues have a full squad to choose from 
with no injuries or suspensions, and coach 


away. 
“Personally, I would have played at home first, but we 


season. 

“The boys have been playing 
well, We were unlucky early on in 
the year when some of the chances 
were not going in, 

“To win the last four games of 
the year is a great achievement.” 

South Melbourne played 
Victorian Premier League team 
Bentleigh Greens leading into 


South won the contest 5-1 after 
falling behind early on. 

The goalscorers for South were: 
Michael Curcija (2), Con 
Boutsianis, Steve Panopoulos and 
George Goutzioulis. 

All players had at least a 45 |. 
minute run against the Greens and, 
thankfully for South, no injuries 
came out of the game. 

When asked about the 41 goals 
South have let in this season, 
coach Ange Postecoglou was not 
too worried., 

“Last year when we made the 
finals everyone was saying we 
hadn’t scored enough goals, a 

“T see Finals Football as a 
different competition. Form and 
statistics don’t say anything, 
everyone approaches the finals 
differently compared to the regular 


SOUTH/CARLTON 
PREPARE FOR 


Sunday’s big game, ‘ 


Michael Curcija: Scored in South’s 5-1 win over 
Bentleigh. 


Blues: Gonzales, 
Vassiliadis, Di Sauro, 
P.Ferrante,  Schipano, 


Y.Ferrante, Bordignon (De 
Santis ; K.Simsek), Biskic, 
Emmanuele, Duzel, 
Sterjovski (T.Simsek), 

Votes: 3- Biskic (FB), 2- 
Costa (MC), 1- Di Sauro 
(FB) 


Krncevic believes South Melbourne have made the wrong decision by playing the first-leg 


ill see on Sunday,” he said, 
Krncevic is not surprised at all about the Blues finishing second in their inaugural 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SPORTSCENE 


PASCOE VALE 


SporTSceNne 
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403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR e 
‘ PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


CRAZY JOHN’ STATE 
LEAGUE DIVISION 1 
ROUND 4 RESULTS 

Western Suburbs 1 Westvale 4 
Northcote City 1 Altona East 7 
Richmond 1 North Geelong Warriors 2 
Melton Reds 0. Kingston City 4 
Ringwood City 2 Werribee City 1 
Springvale City 2 Westgate 3 
Doncaster Rovers 7 Lalor United 3) 


Table - Westvale 12, Altona East 10, Westgate 10, 
Kingston City 7, Werribee City 6, Western Suburbs 6, 
Springvale City 6, Ringwood City 6, Doncaster Rovers 
4, Richmond 4, North Geelong Warriors 3, Northcote 
City 3, Lalor United 1, Melton Reds -3 


ROUND 5 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 25 
Lalor United v Altona East 


Sunday April 26 
North Geelong Warriors v Doncaster Royers 
Westvale v Richmond 
‘Westgate v Western Suburbs 
Werribee City y Springvale City 
Ringwood City v Kingston City 
Northcote City v Melton Reds 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE 

LEAGUE DIVISION 2 

ROUND 4 RESULTS 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 1 Old Scotch Waverley 0 
Frankston Strikers 1 Maroondah Arrows 1 
Melbourne City 0 East Richmond 0 
Knox City 5 Cranbourne 1 
Mooroolbark O Regent Bulla 3 


Essendon Bruns. Royals v Altona City - result not 
received 

Oakleigh 2 Broadmeadows City 1 
Table - Oakleigh 12, Knox City 12, Yarraville/Glen Eira 
12, Frankston Strikers 8, Old Scotch Waverley 6, 
Regent Bulla 6, East Richmond 5, Broadmeadows City 
4, Melbourne City 3, Altona City 3, Maroondah Arrows 
2, Cranbourne 1, Mooroolbark 1, Essendon Bruns. 
Royals 0. 


ROUND 5 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 25 
Broadmeadows City v Regent Bulla 
‘Altona City v Oakleigh 
Cranbourne v Essendon Bruns. Royals 
Maroondah Arrows v Melbourne City 
Old Scotch Waverley v Frankston Strikers 
Yarraville/Glen Eira v Mooroolbark 


East Richmond v Knox City 
CRAZY JOHN'S STATE 

LEAGUE DIVISION 3 

ROUND 4 RESULTS 
Stonnington City 3. South Springvale 1 
Geelong 4 North Coburg United 2 
Pascoe Vale 1 Chelsea 0 
Frankston Pines 3 Bell Park i 
South Werribee 2 Diamond Valley United 5 
Banyule City 0. Fitzroy City 2 
Keysborough 1 Keilor Park 2 


Table - Geelong 12, Diamond Valley United 10, 
Stonnington City 10, Frankston Pines 8, South Werribee 
6, Keilor Park 6, South Springvale 4, Fitzroy City 4, 
Keysborough 4, Bell Park 3, Pascoe Vale 3, North 
Coburg United 2, Banyule City 1, Chelsea 0 


ROUND 5 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 25 
Keilor Park v North Coburg United 
Fitzroy City v Keysborough 


South Springvale v Banyule City 
Diamond Valley United v Stonnington City 
Bell Park v South Werribee 
Chelsea v Frankston Pines 
Pascoe Vale v Geelong 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE 
LEAGUE DIVISION 4 
ROUND 4 RESULTS 


Clifton Hill United v South Wantima - result not 
received 

0 Williamstown 

1 Geelong Rangers 

3 Sandringham City 

4 Melton 
‘Western Eagles 0. Seaford United 
Nunawading City 0 Langwarrin 
Table - Moreland City 12, Williamstown 12, Langwarrin 
9, Corio 9, Seaford United 9, Sandringham City 7, 
Geelong Rangers 6, South Wantirna 4, Melton 4, 
Western Eagles 4, Sunbury United 2, Clifton Hill United 
0, South Caulfield 0, Nunawading City 0. 


Sunbury United 
South Caulfield 
Moreland City 
Corio 


weoenn 


ROUND 5 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 25 
Langwarrin y Melton 
Seaford United y Nunawading City 
‘Sandringham City v Western Eagles 
South Wantirna v Moreland City 
Geelong Rangers v Clifton Hill United 
Williamstown v South Caulfield 
Sunbury United v Corio 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 
ROUND 4 RESULTS 


North Sunshine Eagles 3 Monbulk 
Croxton Park 6 Brandon Park 
Lalor 2 Lyndale United 
Springvale Condors 2 Mitcham United 
Riversdale 2 Glenroy 


wor-o— 


Ae 
Aninseres 
HEALTHY DIET] & 


TRY IT & 
Y 


Endeavour United bye 

Templestowe Eagles bye 

Table - Croxton Park 7, North Sunshine Eagles 7, 
Lyndale United 7, Lalor 6, Glenroy 6, Endeavour United 
4, Mitcham United 4, Riversdale 2, Monbulk 1, Brandon 
Park 1, Springvale Condors 0, Templestowe Eagles -2. 


ROUND 5 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 25 
Glenroy vy Endeavour United 
Mitcham United v Templestowe Eagles 
Lyndale United v Springvale Condors 
Brandon Park v Lalor 
Monbulk v Croxton Park 
Riversdale - bye 
North Sunshine Eagles - bye 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 2 STH/EAST 
ROUND 2 RESULTS 


Dandenong 
Dingley City 
Morwell Pegasus 


0 Monash University 0 
0 
4 

Braeside United 0 
0 
3 


Doveton 2 
Old Camberwell Gram. 0 
Newborough/Yalloun | 
Berwick City Waverley Wanderers 6 
Noble Park Ashburton 1 
Table - Waverley Wanderers 6, Morwell Pegasus 6, 
Noble Park 6, Monash University 4, Doveton 4, 
Newborough/Yallourn 3, Dandenong 2, Old 
Canmberwell Gram. 1, Braeside United 0, Dingley City 
-2, Ashburton -3, Berwick City -3. 


ROUND 3 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 25 
Waverley Wanderers v Noble Park 
Newborough/Yalloun v Ashburton 
Old Camberwell Gram, v Braeside United 
Doveton v Morwell Pegasus 
Monash University v Dingley City 
Dandenong v Berwick City 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 2 
NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 2 RESULTS 


Meadow Park 6 LaTrobe University 1 
Melbourne University 3 Hoppers Crossing 2 
Sydenham Park 4 Keon Park 2 
Elwood City 0 South Yarra 1 
Broadmedows United 1 Uni. of Melbourne 2 
Ballarat 0 Brunswick City 
Table - Uni, of Melbourne 6, Brunswick City 6, South 
Yarra 6, Meadow Park 4, Melbourne University 3, 


“frealthy Diet — “fry T° 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Round 11: 


Sydenham Park 3, Ballarat 3, Hoppers Crossing 1, 
Broadmeadows United 0, Keon Park 0, Elwood City 0, 
La Trobe University 0. 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 3 
STH/EAST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 2 RESULTS 


Heatherton United 
Parkmore. 
Endeavour Hills 
Dandenong Inter 


Clayton 
Flemington Falcons 
Tvanhoe United 
Noble Park United 
Thornbury United Collingwood City 
North Caulfield Caulfield United 

Table - Flemington Falcons 6, North Caulfield 6, 
Clayton 4, Heatherton United 4, Dandenong Inter 4, 
Thornbury United 3, Noble Park United 2, Caulfield 
United 1, Ivanhoe United 0, Collingwood City 0, 
Parkmore 0, Endeavour Hills - 3. 


rucvEs 
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ROUND 3 FIXTURES 
Sunday April 26 
Caulfield United v Collingwood City 
Dandenong Inter v North Caulfield 

Endeavour Hills v Noble Park United 

Parkmore v Ivanhoe United 

Heatherton United v Flemington Falcons 
Clayton v Thornbury United * 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 3 NTH/WEST 
KOUND 2 RESULTS 


Mill Park 3. Darebin United 
Somerton City 3 Northern United 
Brimbank 2 North Reservoir 
North Glenroy 1 West Preston 
Whittlesea United 0 Watsonia Heights 
Keilor United bye 

Table - Somerton City 6, Watsonia Heights 4, Mill Park 
3, Brimbank 3, North Glenroy 1, West Preston |, 
Northern United 1, Darebin United 0, Keilor United -2, 
Whittlesea United -2, North Reservoir -3. 


Ere ges e 3 


ROUND 3 FIXTURES 
Sunday April 26 
Watsonia Heights v Mill Park 
North Glenroy v Whittlesea United 
North Reservoir v West Preston 
Northem United y Brimbank 
Somerton City v Keilor United 
Darebin United - bye 


cS) 


St Albans Saints 4 (Karl 3, Silic) - Thomastown Zebras 0 


Round 12: 


Springvale White Eagles 1 (V.De La Plaza) - Green Gully Cavaliers 0 
Port Melbourne Sharks 3 (Caimakamis 2, A.Vargas) - Bentleigh Greens 0 
Moorabbin City 2 (Costa, Caffrey) - Fawkner Blues 3 (Sterjovski, Biskic, Duzel) 
Thomastown Zebras 2 (Cuculevski 2) - Preston Lions 3 (Markovski 2, Emsovski) 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 
Kound 13 


Sunday April 26 


Preston Lions v Heidelberg United - Goodyear Stadium - kick off 3.00pm 
Bentleigh Greens v Thomastown Zebras - Kingston Heath Soccer Complex - kick off 3.00pm 
Fawkner Blues v Port Melbourne Sharks - Smith Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
Sunshine Georgies v Moorabbin City - Chaplin Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
South Dandenong v Altona Magic - Ross Reserve - kick off 5.00pm. 


Monday April 27 


Green Gully Cavaliers v St Albans Saints - Green Gully Reserve - kick off 8.15pm 
Bulleen Inter Kings v Springvale White Eagles - Veneto Club - kick off 8.50pm 
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lympic is not a team 
to be written off. A 
decade ago its early 


demise was being forecast 
when it was forced to sell its 
licensed club and 
headquarters in Downer — 
it surmounted those 
difficulties and went on to 
win two premierships, 

This year the dual cup and 
league champion was being 
tipped for a mediocre season 
after retirements and 
defections had gutted its 
starting line-up, 

Of course, things may yet 
unravel, but on the basis of its 
first-up performance against 
Gungahlin Juyentus in the 
quarter-final of the IEA 
Federation Cup on Easter 
Monday, Olympic will be no 
pushover in 1998, 

If the club does manage to 
keep its head above water, a 
lot of the credit will go down 
to experienced coach Vic 
Fernandez, who has blended 
youngsters such as Jose 
Exposito, Pino Seminara and 
Eli Salloum in with the more 
experienced remnants of last 
year’s team, 

‘The result was there for all 
to see at Bruce Stadium, as 
Olympic cruised past 
Juventus, another team 


engaged in rebuilding, 4-2. 
There were already some 


DUNSTER 


hen Canberra’s No.1 

referee Gordon 
Dunster went into hospital 
in January 1997, for two 
hernia operations, many 
people thought his career 
‘was over. 

When he recovered from 
the surgery and, after a winter 
of intense fitness training and 
physiotherapy, made a 
successful return to 
international football on the 
line for the Kuwait v China 
game, it was assumed that at 
37, he would have at least 
another 10 years at the top. 

Dunster had them all 
fooled, 

On Easter Monday at Bruce 
Stadium, he said a formal 
farewell to the Canberra 
crowds who at times have 
cheered and jeered him, but 
have always appreciated his 
determination to be the best 
there is in his chosen branch 
of the game. 

He was quitting at the top 
— fully fit, still a FIFA. 
choice, and after a packed and 
successful Ericsson Cup 
season. 

“T made the decision at the 
beginning of the season, but 
the only person J told was my 
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question marks over Juventus’ 
defending when a penalty was 
awarded against Tony 
Rinaudo for charging an 
Opponent to the ground. Takis 
Arvanitis was on the mark 
with the spot kick. 

The next goal came in the 
50th minute when Marcelo 
Fernandez, a natural 
midfielder being asked to play 
up front for this game, scored 
with a fierce drive. 

That was appearing to be 
that until a remarkable flurry 
of goals in the last seven 
minutes. First Fernandez rose 
unchallenged to head home a 
corner, and just 60 seconds 
later Seminara pounced on a 
half-clearance to blast the ball 
back past Pedro Pavez. 

At 4-0 the game was 
obviously safe, and the one 
comfort the Juventus 
management can take out of 
the contest is that it refused to 
give up. George Cattanach, 
with a strike to rival 
Fernandez’s first, and Mare 
Conlon, made the final score 
look reasonably respectable. 

Coach Fernandez was 
certainly not about to make 
any rash promises on 
Olympic’s future following 
this one excellent result, “We 
will have problems with our 
lack of depth once injuries and 
suspensions begin to have 


wile,” he said. 

“I decided to haye one 
more Ericsson Cup and try 
and make it my best season 
yet, and then call it a day. 

“Far better to make it my 
decision to retire than have 
someone tap me on the 
shoulder at some future date 
and quietly suggest it.” 

Dunster began his 
refereeing career 23 years ago 
in Canberra, getting his first 
taste of national league 
football in 1986. While he has 
been in the middle for some 


CANg, 
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Cdsmos 


big games, including the 1992 
national cup final, it is as an 
assistant referee (then called 
linesmen) that he shot to 
international prominence. 
During a spell in which he 
was acknowledged to be the 
world’s No.1 linesman, he 
‘was on duty in the final of the 


QUITS AT 


af 
their effect,” he said. 

“On paper there are 
probably five or six teams 
who are better than us. To 
survive, We must continue to 


UNIT 2/3 PHIPPS CLOSE, DEAKIN, ACT. 2600 


when it led 2-0 at half time. 
But the Suns, which have 

put together a handy side 

under coach Bill Dojcinoski, 


showed coolness and 


character to hit back with a 


Monaro striker Robert Chicco scored twice against 


ANU in the IEA Federation Cup, but his team were 
* beaten by Capital City Suns in the next round, 


Monaro, which had made 
easy work of ANU in the first 
round, must have thought it 
was heading for a similar 
result against the newly 
promoted Capital City Suns 


THE TOP 


Barcelona Olympics, the 1993 
World Youth Championships, 
and in the 1994 World Cup, 
where he was chosen for the 
opening game, and ran more 
lines than any other official. 

He rates the Olympic final, 
when Spain played Poland in 
front of 110,000 spectators, as 
the highlight of his career, but 
it is typical of the man that he 
also lists a youth international 
he refereed in Canberra 
between Australia and Brazil 
as another big thrill. 

“There were 8,500 people 
at Bruce Stadium, and it 
showed Canberra could still 
‘Support top soccer,” he said. 

He is adamant the code has 
not seen the last of him. 

“For a start, I will still 
make myself available for 
local women’s games, 
because that is one branch of 
soccer that’s always been 
enjoyable,” he said. 

“Then I have just gained 
the job of state director of 
coaching, so I can pass on 
some of my experience to the 
youngsters coming through. 

“Tve told (Soccer Canberra 
President) Steve Doszpot that 
T want to help with the game 
‘in any way I can.” 


debut goal from pint-sized 
striker Stephen Lee and a 35- 
metre drive from Gino Ballon 
to take the game to extra-time. 

And Ballon wrapped it up 
for the Suns in the second half 


of the additional 30 minutes, 
supplying the cross that gave 
striker Tony Lemezina the 
opportunity to score the 
golden goal, 

Dojeinoski said the defence 
had not clicked in the first 45 
minutes, and the introduction 
of Lee and Zoran Glavinic at 
half-time, had allowed him to 
reshuffle the side to give it 
both solidity at the back and 
more pace down the wings. 

Queanbeyan City’s run of 
good results was halted by 
Canberra City which 
overcame the 50th minute 
send-off of Craig Rankine to 
win 2-1. A delighted coach, 
Steve Bryant said it had been 
the coming of age for many of 
the young players in his side. 

Mikey Katz and Michael 
Lemezina scored for 
Canberra, Yuki Onda replied 
for Queanbeyan. 

And in a close contest 
between old rivals Belconnen 
United and Weston Creek, 
an early penalty saw United 
home 1-0. 

In the semi-finals on May 
20, Capital City Suns play 
Canberra City and 
Belconnen United meets 
Olympic. 

The games will probably be 
played as a double header 
under lights, with Seiffert 
Oval the likely yenue. 


CHINA LINK DEVELOPED 


Soccer links between 
Canberra and Shanghai are 
set to be strengthened 
following the visit of club team 
Shanghai Xu Fang to the 
National Capital, Soccer 
Canberra chief executive 
Robbie Bennett says. 

“While they were here we 
had a round table discussion 
with their officials who 
included representatives of the 
Chinese Sports Commission,” 
he said. 

“We did consider the 
possibility of the Canberra 
Rockets representative team 
making a return visit, but I 


had to stress to them that it 


will depend on the availability 
of finance and sponsors. 

“But there are other 
possibilities, They were very 
interested in our Kanga Cup 
junior competition, for 
instance.” 

Bennett said Xu Fang, who 
the Rockets beat 6-2, plays in 
‘an industrial league which is 
considered the third level of 
soccer in the country. 

“Obviously we now know 
‘we are competitive at that 
level, and a tour to China 
would be a great incentive to 
our players is certainly 
something we will keep on the 
agenda,” he added, 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


Division 1 - Round 2 
Sunday April 26 
Belconnen Utd 


Monaro 


Uni of Canberra 
Capital City Suns 


Division 2 - Round 3 
Saturday April 25 


Canberra Defence 
y BumsClub 
¥ Cooma 


‘Addison Road 
North Oval 
Hughes Oval No 1 


(U/23s:Ipm & Firsts: 3pm) 
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ie a game studded with 
riesson Cup stars past, 
present and future, it was an 
unknown youngster from the 
Olympic substitutes’ bench 
who stole the show in his side’s 
3.3 ACT Premier League draw 
with Capital City Suns on 
Sunday, 

George Tzakis, who last 
season was performing in the 
club's U/19 division, probably 
counted himself lucky to be 
listed among the first-team 
substitutes for the opening game 
of the season, 

His view of that honour may 
have changed 30 seconds after 
being called off the bench in the 
68th minute with the score 1-1. 
As Olympic attacked down the 
left flank, the experienced 
Njegosh Popovich drew 
goalkeeper Milanko Rogic to set 
up Tzakis with an open goal, 

Faced with the prospect of 
scoring the simplest of 
opportunities with his first touch 
of the ball in Premier League 
football, Tzakis froze, and 
‘somehow contrived to skew the 
ball harmlessly off his foot. 

Fast forward to stoppage time 
and the Suns clinging to a 3-2 
lead; Olympic goalkeeper 
Angelo Konstantino, well aware 
of the state of the clock, put 
everything into a down-field 
punt that sailed deep into the 
opposing half; Suns defender 
Mil Spredojevic using the old 
maxim that with probably just 
seconds to go, a ball out of play 
is less dangerous than one in, 
headed behind for a comer, 

Shoku Monshizada's kick 
swung dangerously into Rogic, 
who let the ball drop from his 
hands, Popovich got involved in 
the skirmish, but the last touch 
went to Tzakis, and this time 
there was no mistake, 

All of which was a great 
relief to Olympic coach Vie 
Fernandez, who had begun the 
week worrying about more 
prosaic matters, such as whether 
he would have enough players to 
field teams in all three grades, 

“Luckily we got a few new 
‘ones at the last minute, and with 
‘good results like these, we might 
get a few more,” he said. “We 
badly need a striker.” 

With seven goals in the last 
two games (four in last week's 
Federation Cup win over 
Gungahlin Juventus) that 
statement could be queried, but it 


ACT PREMIER LEAGUE — Division One 


Belconnen Utd 2 Canberra City 1 

Uni of Canberra 1 Canberra Deakin 1 

Capital City Suns 3. Olympic 3 

Weston Creek Royals 3 ‘Queanbeyan City 2 

Monaro 1 Gungahlin Juventus 1 
Under 23 


Belconnen United 2 Canberra City 2, University of Canberra 2 
Canberra Deakin 4, Capital City Suns 6 Olympic 0, Weston Creek 
Royals 2 Queanbeyan City 3, Monaro 0 Gungahiin Juventus 7, 


DIVISION TWO 


Bums Club 5 


Canberra Defence 0 White Eagles 4 
Cooma 7 Tuggeranong Utd 0 
Under 23 


Bums Club 0 Defence Academy 1, Cooma 0 Tuggeranong United 5. 


ACT YOUTH LEAGUE 
Belconnen United 1 Canberra City 0, Radford 2 Canberra Deakin 12, 
Capital City Suns 12 Canberra Olympic 0, Weston Creek Royals 4 
Queanbeyan City 0, St Edmund's 6 Goulburn 0, 


ACT STATE LEAGUE — Division One 
Belconnen United 3 Canberra City 0, Monaro 2 ANU 2. 


Division Two. 


Division Three 


Division Four 
Royals 2. 
Masters: 


3 Belwest 0. 


Bums Colts 2 Canberra Cty 2, Gungahlin Juventus 2 Belwest 1. 


Belconnen United 4 Canberra City 1, Fyshwick 0 University 
of Canberra 0, Belwest 0 Weston Creek Royals 4. 


Belconnen United 1 Canberra City 0, Harmonie 7 Weston Creek 


Kambah Old Boys 1 University of Canberra 1, St Francs of Assssi 


is true that Popovich is the only 
‘genuine front man on the books 
— and even he prefers to play 
deep. Midfielders like 
Femandez's son, Marcello, have 
‘been pressed into service, and he 
has answered the call with three 
goals in the two matches. 

For the Suns, coach Bill 
Dojcinoski made a fair summary 
when he said there have to be 
question marks against a side 
which allows a 3-1 lead to slip in 
the last quarter of the game. 
“The defence must be looked at, 
and fitness is a concern,” he said, 

The big positive for him was 
the performance of former 
schoolboy international Shane 
Lyons who hit a purple patch 
with two second-half goals, and 
i finished the 


The only score of the first- 
half fell to former Weston Creek 
bustler Peter Hader, in place to 
take a pass from David Sanchez 
and give the Suns the lead. 
Fernandez equalised soon after 
half-time, then Lyons took 
charge of the game for a spell 
and tortured the Olympic 
defence with his goals. 

Pino Seminara gave his side 
cause to hope with a well taken 
strike following a pass by Jose 
Exposito, before Tzakis sent the 
Olympic fans home, if not 
rejoicing, then certainly relieved, 

Weston Creek Royals were 
twice behind, but eventually 
ended with all three points in a 
3-2 win over Queanbeyan City, 
Tt was a win difficult enough for 
Creek coach Jimmy Bland to 
suggest City will be no pushover 
this term: “They are going to 
‘worry @ great many sides,” he 
predicted. Robert Parragali, Tim 
Dale and Martin Lazzari scored 
for the Royals, 

‘This was good enough to put 
the Creek at the top of an 
admittedly embryonic league 
table after one round, with 
Belconnen United the only other 
winner — 2-1 over Canberra 
City, 

Canberra Deakin's indifferent 
form failed to take a turn for the 
better after the departure of 
coach John Bull — it could do 
‘no more than draw 1-1 with the 
University of Canberra, 

And 1-1 was also the 
outcome of the other game 
played, between Monaro and 
Gungahlin Juventus, 


Defence Academy 1 
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All Italian Final 


LAZIO 0 ATLETICO MADRID Qo 
(Ag: 1-0 to Lazio) 


lhere was a sense of jubilation and relief 

in the Lazio camp after the Roman club 
qualified for the UEFA Cup final by holding 
Atletico Madrid to a 0-0 draw at the 
Olympic Stadium. 

Not even the prospect of meeting Italian 
rivals Inter Milan in the final could diminish 
the joy. 

There was jubilation as they qualified for 
their first-ever European final and relief that 
they had ended a poor run which effectively 
Scuppered their challenge for the domestic 
league title, With five Serie A games to play, 
Lazio are seven points adrift of leaders 
Juventus, 

But they are now in the happy position of 
Contesting two finals, both against clubs from 
Milan, 

‘They face AC Milan in the second-leg of the 
Italian Cup final on April 29 and take on Inter 
in the UEFA Cup final on May 6 in Paris. 

Lazio’s Swedish coach Sven Goran Eriksson 
made no altempt to hide his relief: “We played 
really well in defence but I can’t say the same 
thing for attack,” he said. 

“But qualification (for the final) was too 
important, psychologically, and if things had 
gone wrong, then this time there really would 
have been the danger of us giving up on 
everything.” 

Eriksson believes that Lazio’s morale will be 
greatly boosted by this win and that they will 
regain the form which kept them four months 
and 24 matches unbeaten until a 1-0 league 
defeat by Juventus on April 5. 

He is looking forward to a great all-Italian 
UEFA Cup battle against Inter and expects a 
tough duel between Lazio central defender 
Alessandro Nesta and Inter’s Brazilian star 
Ronaldo, who scored twice in the other semi- 
final, 

“Given Nesta’s form tonight it is easy to 
imagine a terrific battle between him and 
Ronaldo in Paris,” Eriksson said. 

“It’s strange, really. We now face two finals 
‘against the Milan city sides — against Inter we 
Start off as equals while against Milan we're at 
a bit of a disadvantage.” 

Milan lead 1-0 after the first-leg. 

Lazio defender Paolo Negro echoed the 
words of his coach. 

“We can now start off all over again. 


“We were going through a bad patch but it's 
all over now. Qualifying (for the final) is a 
terrific boost,” he said. 

“In truth, we had played well even last week 
but the important thing was to change the way 
our luck was going and tonight we produced an 
intimidating defensive and midfield 
performance,” 

For the time being, the Lazio players seem 
more relieved at having made the final than 
worried about the thought of meeting Ronaldo 
and his team-mates in Paris. 

Before their own game, the Lazio squad 
watched Ronaldo score his two goals against 
Spartak to send Inter through with a 
comfortable 4-2 aggregate win. 

Lazio goalkeeper Luca Marchegiani 
summed up the team mood. “Of course we 
know Ronaldo. He’s a terrific player but he’s 
not an extra-terrestrial,” he said, 


SPARTAKMOSCOW 1 
Tikhonoy 13 
(Agg:2-4 to Inter) 


Wat Player-of-the-Year Ronaldo 
struck on the stroke of half-time and 
again in the second-half to kill off a brave 
display by Spartak Moscow and put Inter 
Milan into UEFA Cup final, 

Winger Andrei Tikhonov put the Russians in 
the driving seat at the start, weaving through a 
static Inter defence to crash home a spectacular 
effort in the 12th minute, levelling the semi- 
final aggregate score at 2-2 with an away goal 
in Spartak’s favour. 

Ronaldo, sporting a skiing 1eadband to fend 
off the bitter cold, looked uncomfortable on a 
soggy pitch from which some 30 cms of snow 
had been cleared this week. 

But all it took was a moment of inattention 
by centre back Miroslav Romashchenko. He 
failed to clear a short cross and the Brazilian 
Stabbed home from 10 metres moments before 
the half-time whistle, 

Spartak dominated midfield and won a 
Succession of corners but could not find a gap 
as the Italians came back out to defend. 

On a rare Inter break Ronaldo created the 
Killer goal from nothing. He weayed past three 
players to slot home past Alexander Filimonov 
in the 76th minute, making it 2-1 on the night 
and 4-2 on aggregate. 


INTER MILAN 2 
Ronaldo 45,65 


Real Go For Number Seven 


eal Madrid will meet Juventus in a 
‘dream’ European Cup Final at 
the Amsterdam Arena on May 20, 

The two clubs have amassed 24 
previous final appearances between them 
in all three club competitions, but they 
have never previously met in a final. 

Real, who have won the European Cup 
a record six times, knocked out reigning 
champions Borussia Dortmund 2-0 on 
aggregate after the second-leg of their 
semi-final ended in a 0-0 draw in 
Dortmund. 

Juventus, European champions in 1996 
and runners-up to Dortmund last year, 
lost the second-leg of their semi-final 3-2 
to Monaco but came through 6-4 on 
aggregate to reach the European Cup final 
for the third successive season. 

Real won the first five European Cups 
from 1956 to 1960 and won the trophy for 
the sixth and last time in 1966 when they 
beat Partizan Belgrade 2-1 in Brussels. 

Since then they have reached the final 
just once, losing 1-0 to Liverpool 17 
years ago. 

Juventus have won the Cup twice in 
1985, when they beat Liverpool 1-0 on 
the night of the Heysel Stadium disaster 
and again in 1996 when they defeated 
Ajax Amsterdam on penalties in Rome 
when they teams drew I-] after extra 
time, 

The last European Cup Final to be 
staged in Amsterdam was in the old 
Olympic Stadium in 1962 when Benfica 
— with two goals from Eusebio — won 
the Cup for the second successive year 
with a 5-3 win over Real Madrid, whose 
three goals all came from Ferenc Puskas. 


ASMONACO 3 JUVENTUS. «2 
Leonard 39 Amoniso 15 

Henry 15 Del Piero 74 
Spehar 83 


(Agg: 4-6 to Juventus) 


5 eee went down 3-2 to Monaco 
but won their European Cup semi- 
final 6-4 on aggregate to set up a final 
showdown with Real Madrid. 

The Italian champions, with a 4-1 
cushion from the first-leg in Turin, 
stretched their lead in the 14th minute. 
Substitute Nicola Amoruso, who replaced 


international Filipo Inzaghi in the sixth 
minute, slotted home a cross from 
Alessandro Del Piero to set his side on 
their way to a third successive European 
Cup final. 

Monaco defender Philippe Leonard 
equalised with a tremendous 30-metre 
free-kick which rewarded the French 
champions’ efforts seven minutes from 
the break. 

In the second-half, Thierry Henry, who 
has struggled for form recently, put 
Monaco 2-1 up, beating Juventus 
goalkeeper Angelo Peruzzi from close 
Tange in the 50th minute, 

Inspirational Del Piero yolleyed a 
magnificent goal in the 74th minute 
before substitute Robert Spehar scored 
the winner for Monaco seven minutes 
from time. 


BORUSSIA DORTMUND 0 REAL MADRID 0 
(Ag: 0-2 to Real) 


Re Madrid reached their first 
uropean Cup final since 1981 
when their goalless draw with holders 
Borussia Dortmund in Germany was 
enough to send them through 2-0 on 


aggregate, 


ont 


Del Piero: Scored Juve's second 
goal. 


Dortmund can have no complaints 
about the result after failing to seriously 
trouble the visiting defence during the 
entire 90 minutes, even though they had 
more shots on target and forced six 
corners to Real’s none. 

In fact it was Real who had the more 
clear-cut scoring chances, twice having 
the ball in the net only to have the ‘goals’ 
disallowed, and shaking the Dortmund 
crossbar with a typically powerful free- 
kick by Brazilian Roberto Carlos. 

Striker Raul slotted home an early 
opportunity after wrongly being pulled up 
for offside by English referee Paul Durkin 
and Emilio Amavisca had his 49th minute 
effort ruled out apparently for an earlier 
foul by Clarence Seedorf. 

Real were a constant threat on the 
break and worked tirelessly in midfield to 
snuff out the threat of Dortmund 
playmaker Andreas Moeller. 

The nearest the Germans came to 
scoring was in the 32nd minute when a 
clearly offside Ibrahim Tanko had a goal 
disallowed, 

Dortmund did increase the pressure in 
the last 20 minutes but were reduced to 
slinging in hopeful deep crosses which 
the Madrid defenders and their German 
goalkeeper Bodo Ilgner dealt with easily 

Dortmund must now concentrate on 
improving their league position as they 
face failing to qualify for any European 
competition next season. 

Real, in effect, clinched the tie in the 
controversial first-leg in Madrid two 
weeks ago when goals by Fernando 
Morientes and Christian Karembeu gave 
them a 2-0 win, 

The match was marred by a broken 
goal which delayed the start for 75 
minutes and resulted in Real being fined 
and punished by UEFA, who held. the 
club responsible for the disturbance, 


CUP VAININERS? CUP 


VIALLIP’S CHELSEA SWEEP AWAY ITALIANS 


CHELSEA 3 VICENZA 1 
Poyet 35 Luiso 32 

Zola 51 

‘Hughes 76 


(Agg: 3-2 to Chelsea) 


RV cene 34-year-old striker Mark Hughes added 
to his catalogue of outstanding goals with a 76th 
minute special that gave Chelsea a 3-1 comeback 
victory over Vicenza, and, a place in the European 
Cup Winners’ Cup Final against Stuttgart next 
- month, 

Hughes’ strike gave Chelsea a 3-2 aggregate victory 
after they had trailed 2-0 overall after the Italian side 
went ahead through Pasquale Luiso after 32 minutes. 

A delightful lob from Lamberto Zauli found Luiso 
totally unmarked and he finished superbly, 

At that stage everything seemed to be going 
Vicenza’s way. A goal up from the first-leg and looking 
sharper and quicker than Chelsea in the driving rain, 

| only some good goalkeeping from Dutchman Ed De 
Goey kept the hosts in the tie. 

But Chelsea were level three minutes later when 

Uruguayan Gustavo Poyet, making his first start in 
| seven months after recovering from a knee injury, Swept 

the ball home from eight metres after keeper Brivio 
| failed to hold a shot from Zola. 

Chelsea began to take control of midfield and went 
ahead after 52 minutes when Gianluca Vialli’s pinpoint 

| cross found fellow Italian Zola who headed powerfully 
| home from close range. 
‘The winner came 14 minutes from time when Hughes 


Mark Hughes 


had been on the pitch only six minutes after replacing 
midfielder Jody Morris. He beat defender Giacomo 
Dicara to a long clearance by goalkeeper Ed De Goey 
and reacted quickly to reach his own flick first to lash 
home his shot past Brivio. 

Chelsea, who reached the semi-finals of this 
‘competition in 1995 and last won it in 1971 in their only 
final appearance, remain on course for a cup double 
after lifting the English League Cup last month. 

Their hero Hughes also has the chance of a personal 
double having scored both of Manchester United’s goals 
when they beat Barcelona 2-1 to win the Cup Winners’ 
Cup in 1991. 

Hughes, who ended the match slightly concussed 
after a late elbow in the face, said afterwards: “I have 
scored a few good goals and that was as good as they 
come. I am sure people will be talking about that for 
quite some time, It was nice to get out there and get the 
winner.” 3 


Chelsea assistant manager Graham Rix said: “I had 
Toads of doubts until the last minute, but Hughes is the 
man for the big occasion and went out and won the 
game for us, He made the goal himself and what an 
outstanding goal it was.” 

Vicenza coach Francesco Guidolin said: “We touched 
the final with one hand, but not with two and we were 
beaten in the end by the better team who deserved to 
win. 

“We had our chances and could have scored another 
two or three goals, but we gave Chelsea too much room 
for the winner and Mark Hughes is a very good player. 
Tt was a very good goal.” 

The last minutes were fraught with anxiety and 
Vicenza went close to the goal that would have won 
them the tie on the away goals rule in the last few 
seconds, before Chelsea clinched their place in the 
Stockholm final on May 13. 

To complete Vicenza’s misery Massimo Ambrosini 
was sent-off with two minutes to go after a foul on 
Vialli. 

British bookmaker William Hill rate Chelsea 4-7 
favourites to win the competition with Stuttgart at 5-4. 
LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW 0 STUTTGART 1 
Bobic 24 
(Agg: 1-3 to Stuttgart) 


Asis: strike from German forward Fredi 
‘obic midway through the first-half gave 
Stuttgart vietory over Lokomotiv Moscow in Russia 
putting them in the Cup Winners’ Cup Final. 


Lokomotiv, seeking to overtum a 2-1 deficit from the 
first-leg of the semi-final, and become the first Russian 
club to reach a European final in 22 years, were caught 
pushing up. 

Gerhard Poschner dispossessed Alexander Smirnov 
inside the Stuttgart half and threaded a pass to Nigerian 
Jonathan Akpoborie, who found Bobic to add another 
goal to the injury-time winner he scored in Germany. 

Bobic said: “A player cannot imagine anything better 
than this and we are all really looking forward to the final.” 

Despite intensive pressure from the home side, 
Stuttgart's solid defence rarely looked like cracking, 
although Yevgeny Kharlachev could have equalised 13 
minutes from time after weaving his way into the 
penalty area, But he chose to cross and no-one was on 
hand to convert the chance. 

Lokomotiv also had a goal disallowed in the final 
minutes for offside. 

Stuttgart coach Joachim Low said: “The team has 
demonstrated its top skills in Moscow. We were 
excellent in defence. The players assumed 
responsibility. We're the only German team to have 
reached such a high level in Europe this season.” 

Stuttgart’s Dutch captain Frank Verlaat will miss the 
Final against Chelsea in Stockholm on May 13 after 
picking up a second yellow card for a foul on Georgia 
striker Zaza Dzhanashia. 

Low added: “Verlaat played superbly. His absence 
will weigh heavily on us.” 

Lokomotiv coach Yuri Syomin said his side lacked 
coolness in front of goal: “We lost to a strong team and 
there is no tragedy in it.” 
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ENGLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


18 


0 


2 


Arsenal 5 Wimbledon 
Adams 12 
Overmars 17 
Bergkamp 19 
Petit 54 
Wre 88 
Barnsley 1 Tottenham 
Redan 19 
Bolton 2 Leeds Utd 
‘Thompson 56 Hasland 16 
Fish 89 Halle 4 
Hasselbaink 85 
Palace 3 Derby 
Jansen 73 Bohinen 85 
Curcie 80 
Bent 90 
Byerton 1 Leicester 
Madar? Marshall 38 
Man Utd 1 Newcastle Uid 
Beckham 38 Anderson 11 
Southampton 1 Aston Villa 
Le Tissier 19 Hendrie 6 
Yorke 60 
West Ham 2 Blackburn 
Hartson 7,28 Wileox 45 
Chelsea 1 Sheff Wed 
Leboeut 23p 
Coventry 1 Liverpool 
Dublin 7p Owen33 
PWDLFAWDLEFA 
Arenal 33132 2 38107 7 22318 
Man 35124 2399 8 4 52617 
Liverpool 34112 4 33 16 5 9 32521 
leeds 35935 717 8 3762 
Chelsen 3411.2 3 31 12 7 1 1033.26 
WestHam 34124 (34611 3 3 1113 31 
Brum 34 103 4 39.26 4 6 7:16.28 
AVilla 35.836 2421-7 3 8202 
Deby 34113 3 32 14 3 4 1017 30 
Leicester 593 01S 6 4.722 
Coventry 34.78 2-4 17 4 5 81623 
Soon 35.1011 7 28 21 3 4 1017 9 
fin'don 4567 16:19 SS 615.20 
Shelf Wed 35.9 5 4 2923 2 3 121939 
Newcastle 34756 1919 3 5 8 B21 
Everton 35.74 6 2323.2 8 8 1625 
Tothim 3867 4 202) 3 3 1215 32 
Bamsley 3574 6 2531 3 1 41246 
Bolon 35.68 4 2020 1 5 11336 
CPakce 34.1411 133-6 4 8 2027 
Birmingham 3 Swindon 
Charlton 1 Portsmouth 
Huddersfield 1 WBA 
Ipswich 5 Port Vale 
Oxford U 1 Tranmere 
Sheff Utd 3 Buy 
Stockport 2 N Forest 
Sioke City 2 Norwich 
Sunderland 2 Crewe 
Wolves 4 Reading 
Midboro 1 ManCity 
PWDLFAWDLFA 
NForst 441723 51.20 10.7 52921 
Sun'lind 43.137 2 5535.35 
Chiron 4416.5 1 949323 
Midboro 43 16 3 2 96752 
Ipswich 43.12.54 89 5BB 
SheffU 4216 5 1 3 M1 62128 
Bum 44107 5 89 53120 
Wolves 43.136 3 5 4 1213 25 
Stockport 44.13 6 3 42 1621 45 
Oxford 44126 4 44 1423-40 
WA «4697 6 6 5 1119 28 
Bradford 43 10 8 3 46 1220315 
Hudsd 44.9 5.8 $6 241 53 
Creve 43.8 211 8 3 1126 28 
Tranmere 43.8 7 6 5 6.112029 
Swindon 44.9 67 543143 
Norwich 44 8 8 6 4s Be 
Buy 44.7105 3 9 1019 36 
QR 43.895 2.8 11039 
Pon Vale 44.7.6 9 34372 
Stoke 44.8 5 9 3.8 3 
MmCiy 44.6511 264 5 6 1229 
Prmouth 44.76 9 25 30 4 4 1420 32 
Reading 44.8 410 27-30 3 5 1412 46 
Brenton’ 0 Wigin 
a 2 Luton 
Burley 2 Fulham 


Chesterfield 1 Bristol € 0 
Gillingham 1 Wrexham 1 
Plymouth 1 Northampton 3 
Preston 3° Blackpool 3 
Walsall 0 Oldham 0 
Wycombe 0 Millwall 0 
York City 1 Southend 1 

PWDL F AWDLF APs 
Bristol 44155 2 39 16 9 5 82720 82 
Watford 4312.6 3 34 21 10.9 3:29 18 81 
Fulham 44127 3 30 12 8 3 1129 28 70 
Grimsby 43117 4 30 12 7 7 7.2823 68 
BristolR 44122 8 41 32 7 8 7.2730 67 
Northton 44135 4 32 17 4 11 7 1920 67 
Wrerham 44109 3 31 23 7 6 9 2127 66 
Gillingham 4413.6 3 30 18 5 6 1121 29 66 
Chesterfield44 13.6 3 30 18 3 9 1014 24 63 
B'mouth 43108 4 26 14 6 4 1126 34 60 
Blackpool 44126 4 34 24 4 4 1423 42 58 
Wign 43114 6 39:31 5 5 12233557 
Wycombe 44109 3 3119 3 8 1118 33 56 
Preston, 44.9 6 7 27.25 5 7 102730 55 
York 44.9 6 7 26 21 4 10 8 24:36 55 
Oldham 43126 3 38 20 1 9 121731 S4 
Walsall 43108 4 26 15 4 4 1316 32 54 
Millwall 447 8 7 22 21 7 4 112031 54 
Luton 46: 7:9:322:36:'7:7: 8343 
Plymouth 44105 7 36 29 2 8 121838 49 
Brentford 44.9 6 7 31 27 2 10 1016 40 49 
Bumley 43 99 4 32 22 3 3 151737 48 
Carlisle 43 8 5 8 26 25 4 3 1528 42 44 
Southend 4487 7 28 27 3 3 1618 47 43 


DIVISION THREE 


Bamet 1 Searborough 
Cambridge 4 Swansea 1 
Cardiff 1 Macclesfield = 2 
Chester 3 Colchester 1 
Hull City 3 Leyton Orient 2 
Lincoln 3 Peterborough 0 
Mansfield 2 Hartlepoo! 2 
Notts Cty 3 Torquay 0 
Rochdale 3 Exeter 0 
Rotherham 3 Doncaster 0 
‘Scunthorpe 1 Darlington 0 
Shrewsbury 2 Brighton 1 

PWDLRAWDLF APs 
Nos Cty 44137 2 36 18 15 4 3.3921 95 
Macclesfid 44.184 0 37 9 3 9 102032 76 
Torquy 44134 5 3621 7 7 8 2835 71 
Colchester 4414.4 4 40 23 6 6 1030 36 70 
Scaoro 44145 3 423 5 8 92234 70 
Bamet 44108 4 35 21 9 5 8 2527 70 
Lincoln 43.97 5 % 22 9 7 62625 68 
Rotherham 44108 4 39 28 6 10 6 24 26 66 
Peterboro 44135 4 37 16 5 7 1025 32 66 
Scunthorpe 43 107 5 28 23 7 S$ 9 2427 63 
LeyionO 43125 4 37 19 5 6 1121 26 62 
Exeter 43.108 4 38 22 5 7 9:27:34 60 
Shrbury 44123 7 3526 4 9 92634 60 
Chester 4126 4 33:14 5 3 1424-43 60 
Mansfield 44109 3 41 26 4 8 1021 29 59 
Cambridge 44 11.7 4 37 25 3 10 9 2429 59 
Hartlepool 44.912 1 38 22 2 10 1021 31 55 
Rochdale 44143 5 41 14 2 3 171 38 54 
Darlington 44135 4 41 26 1 5 1613 44 52 
Swansea 448.77 24 16 5 3 1425.45 49 
Cardiff 445125 27 2 4 10 8212849 
Hull 44.9.6 7 35.32 11 2018.49 37 
Brighton 4439 10 19 32 3 7 1216 30 34 
Doncaster 44.3.3 16 14 47 1 4 1716 65 19 


SCOTLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Celtic 4 Motherwell = 1 
Burley 25.43 MeMillan 12 
Donnelly 49,62 
Dunfermline 1 Hibernian 1 
Brebner 480g Welsh 90 
Hearts 1 StJohnstone 
McPherson 75 Grant 78 
Kilmarnock 1 DundeeUtd = 0 
Burke 2 
Aberdeen 1 Rangers 0 
Glass 28 

PWDL FAWDLF APs 
Celtic «3113 2:39. 9 103 42214 
Rangers 33 134-0 46 15 6 5 52521 66 
Hes 33952 421 9 4 4322063 
Kilmamock33 83 5 2119 3-7 71531 43 
StJohnstone33 6 5 6 17 19 5 4 7 1619 42 
Aberdeen 33.65 6 18 16 2 6 8 1632 35 
Dundee Ud33 5.7 4 22 4 2 6 9 18324 
Motherwell 33 6 4 6 2423 3 3 1118 33 34 
Dunfermline33 4.8 5 2529 3 4 9 1435 33 
Hibemion 33 6 4 7 25 22 0 6 101134 28 


eee 


DIVISION ONE 


Airdrie 1 Morton 1 
Dundee 1 AyrUid 1 
Hamilton 1 Falkirk 2 
StMimen 0 Raith 2 
Stirling 0 Partick 1 
PWDL FAWODLF APs 

Dundee 33 8 6 3 20 9 12 4 0 321070 
Falkirk 33 8 4 4 25 18 9 4 42721 59 
Raith 33.8 5 3 23:10 8 4 5 2620 57 
Airdrie 33.86 3 B17 5 6 51618 St 
Monon 33646 2021467232640 
Hamilton 33 46 7 17 25 5S 4 7 25 26 37 
StMiren 33 6 3 7 21 23 3 5 9 18 29 35 
Ayr 3364726626396 
Panick 33.3.4 9 25:32 4 7 6 16 20 32 
Stiding 333.77 20304 3.919231 
East Fife 0 Clydebank 2 
Forfar 2 Queen Sih 4 
Livingston 1 Brechin 0 
Stenhousemuir 1 Clyde 1 
‘Stranraer 3 ‘Caledonian Thistle 1 
PWDL FAWDLFAPs 
Livingston 33.9 4 3 3018 7 6 4.2417 58 
Clydebank 33.75 5 2016 8 6 22111 56 
Suanmer 3393 5 36227 4 52119 55 
QueenSth 33.75 4 2117 6 3 83231 47 
Eat File 3727272647202 45 
Fofer 336.47 2829 5 5 62150 8 
Caledonian.33 67 4 2921 4 3 931 29 40 
Sten'muit 33.6 6 5 24.23 4 3 9:17:25 :39 
Cyd «35.5 6 1922 3-7-7180 36 
Brechin 33.55 6 2025 2 5 101939 31 
Berwick 2 ‘Queen's Park 2 
Dumbarton 2 Albion R 0 
East String 2 Cowdenbeath = 
Montrose 0 Alloa 3 
Ross Cty 1 Arbroath 0 
PWDL FAWDLF APs 

Alloa BALI 4 36.17 103 4:33.19 67 
Arbroath 32104 2 36 17 8 2 623.18 60 
RossCly 33.84 4 35 18 8 6 326 16 58 
EStinling 33112 4 29 15 6 3 7162 56 
Albion 3283 4 3019 4 2 1123.43 41 
Queen’s Pk 3353.9 2029 4 7 519 2037 
Berwick B48 5 3% 4 4 81727 36 
Cow'beath 33.6 2.9 1423 5 0 1115 28 35 
Montrose 33.4.4 9 2334S 4 7243735 
Dumbarton 33.2.5 9 14 24 5 5 725 3031 
Antwerp 3° Standard Liege 5 
Lommel 2 Aalst 2 
Harelbeke 0 SCCharleroi 0 
Club Bruges 1 Ekeren 3 
Beveren 1 Mouseron 1 
Westetlo 3 Lokeren 3 
Sint-Truiden 1 Anderlecht 1 
Molenbeek 1 Genk 1 
Lierse 1 Ghent 2 
PWODLF APS 

Bruges 235 26627 4 
Genk 30 19 6 5231 6 
Exkeren 30 16 6 85541 54 
Anderlecht 30 14 8 8 4934 50 
Harelbeke 30 13 10 7 45 27 49 
Lokeren 30 14 12 4 61 6 46 
Lierse 3 12M 747 40 3 
Gheat 30 9 13 8 4038 40 
‘Lomme} WO 10 8 1244 46 38 
‘Standard 30 9 10 1144 43 37 
Westerlo 30 8 12 1046 50 36 
S-Triden 30 8 11 1127 33 35 
Aalst 30 8 9 134455 33 
‘Charleroi 30 8 9 1340 53 33 
Mouscron 30 8 8 1432 43 32 
Beveren 30 6 9 1526 4% 27 
Molenbeek 3 6 6 1831 67 24 
‘Antwerp 30 5 7 183358 2 


‘The regular 12-club championship is now split in 
two, The six clubs in Group A play off for the 
championship, the sides in Group B play to stay in the 
premier league.” 

Note: Points totals include half of those won daring 
the regular season. 
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Slavia Prague 
Slovan Liberec 
Bohdanec 
Boby Brno 


Sparta 
Slavia 
Olomoue 
Banik 
Liberee 
Jablonee 
Zizkoy 
Boby Brno 
Teplice 
Kaveuk 


Group A 
1) Croatia 
2 Hajduk 
1 Zagreb 

PWD 
650 
630 
631 
622 
LS Ske | 
ee dee | 

Group B 
0 Rijeka 
ti) Varieks 
2 


aaaanas 


Tey 


Viktoria Plzen 
Viktoria Zizkov 
Ceske Budejovice 
Jablonee 


2 


Beene 
wea tsss 


Sewn wur 
& 


erpeueue 
ae eieem 
ba wase 


REP 


Hradec Kralove 
Sparta Prague 
Sigma Olomouc 


2 22 35 
934 31 33 
9 26 22 
9 28 32 
1130 36 
10 20 28 
1128 40 
1230 35 
1223 37 
2013 48 8 


GERMANY 


Hansa Rostock 
Bayer Leverkusen 
‘Arminia Bielefeld 
Karlsruhe 

Bor Dortmund 
1860 Munich 
Duisburg 

Werder Bremen 


Kaisersavtem 
Bayern 
Leverkusen 
Hansa 
Schalke 
Stuttgart 
Werder 
Duisburg 
Dortmund 
Wolfsburg 
Hertha Berlin 
Hamburg 
Cologne 
1860 Munich 
Bochum 
Kerlsruhe 
BMiadbach 
Bielefeld 


2 
5 
4 
0 
1 
3 
2 
3 


Kaiserslautern 
Hamburg 


Bayern 
Schalke 


Bor Mladbach 
Hertha Berlin 
Wolfsburg 
Cologne 


en 
4 
eres 


ss 


30 
30 
31 
u 
30 
3 
30 
31 
30 
31 
29 
31 
31 
30 


wae eesSeSassn 


si 47 
1437 44 
1337 47. 39 
1235 45 37 
15.44 56 35 
1439 51 
1335 42 
1339 51 
13.45 $4 32 
1737 50 27 


HOLLAND 


Groningen 

NAC Breda 
Unrecht 

Psy 

Willem 11 

Sparta Rotterdam 
Maastricht 


Ajax 
PSV 
Vitesse 


~ Feyenoord 


Heerenveen 


2 
1 
) 

10 
5 
1 

1 


Ajax 4 
Feyenoord 3 
Graafschap 0 
Volendam 0 
Heerenveen 2 
Nijmegen 0 
Fortuna Sitard 4 
PWODLF APS 
30 27 2 197 16 8 
30 19 8 3 8435 65 
30 17 7 6 75 45 58 
30:17 6 75733 57 
30 15 6 9 49 48 SI 


eres 


ee 


1 


BSSSsSSeSevsessesesesr 


15 
B 
10 
u 
nt 


a 
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4 1156 47 
5 1244 47 
10 11.49 53 
6 13.35.39 
4 1652 51 
9 1233 38 
9 1340 39 
2 1835 57 
8 1437 40 
6 1744 63 
10 15.38 57 
4 1931 70 
6 2127.95 


9 1036 35 
11 9 46 39 
7 1145 50 
7 1433.55 
6 1526 40 
6 1639 49 
8 1538 53 
14 1120 34 
10 14.22.43 
7 1828 63 
6 2121 67 


PORTUGAL 


2 
at 
40 
4 
33 
30 
2» 
29 
28 
2 
12 


2 


weoccone 


Ps 
B 
37 
56 
56 
55 
55 
53 
53 
51 
47 
45 
44 
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Rio Ave 3 Academica 
Braga 2 Camponniorense 
Farense 1 Leca 
Chaves 2 Botrela 
Benfica 3 Maritimo 
Salgueiros 1 Belenenses 
Boavista 2 Varin 
Goimaraes 0 Ponto 
Sporting Lisbon 2 Vitoria Setubal 
PWDLFA 
Ponto M25 3628 
Benfica 30:18 7 5 52 26 
Sp Lisbon W149 74128 
Boavista 30 13 10 7 44 26 
Guimaraes W147 9362 
Estrela 30 13.8 9 39:34 
Maritimo 3013.8 9429 
Rio Ave 30 1 9 1037 34 
Salgueitos 30 10 10 1037 34 
Leea 30 10 7 1328 41 
Braga 30 8 12 1038 42 
Camprense 0 9 7 144451 
Setubal W 9 71431 36 
Academica 3 7 10 1323-37 
Farense W 6 13 1136 44 
Varzim 30 6 10 1425 43 
Chaves 30.7 4 1927 54 
Belenenses 30 4 9 1719 45 
Sporting Gijon 2 Alletico Madrid 
Mallorea 2 Bspanyot 
Racing Santander 2 Merida 
Valladotid 0 Celta Vigo 
Athlete Bilbao 2 Compostela 
Barcelona 1 Real Zaragoza 
Valencia 3 Real Sociedad 
PWDLFA 
Barcelona MB47B 8 
Bilbao Mis 12747 41 
Real Madtid 33 15 11: 7:55.39 
‘MoS 1M 8 SI 34 
4 14 13-7564 
34 16 7 «1147 40 
M14 1) 9 70 50 53 
33 15 8 1043 42 
H 15 6 1351 43 
M4 UL 14 9 SI 29 
34M 12113737 
‘M12 8 1435 47 
34 11 8 1543 5) 
34 10 11 1341 52 
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AUSSTE CORNER 


FIRST GRADE 
PWD 
Cone. SW Results “re 35! 
Toronto AvabaSugs «$4 1 
PWODLF APts ‘Wallsend Red Devils 64 
410 8 1637 42 38 Hamilton Olympic Warions 5 4 0 
33 8 131232 40.37 Broadmeadow Magic «5-30 
M9 9 1631 49 36 NBN Results Round 5 ‘Cessnock Homets em 
34 8B 10 1643 60 4 Highfields Azzurri Wolves 5 2 1 
33 8 10 1533 51 34 SrRST GREE = Weston Workers Bears = 6-2 
; 34-2 6 2629 69 12. Wallsend Red Devils ~ 1 Adamstown R’buds 0 pate Maitand ane 
Eigewort Eagles 4 Weston Workers 0 Weathertex Gunes Sia 
SWITZERLAND errr” 5 ecco”: Soweee, 50 
Toronto Awaba 3 Easts Maithnd 3 
Highfields Azzurri 5) icant Seater eee ae SS 
fees 9 Cessnock Hornets 2 Broadmeadow Magic! Era vEGRADE 
4 Luceme 0 PWD 
RESERVE GRADE . . 
Sight Sy 0 Hani 
Dsante | Wilsead Red Devils 1 Adamstown R'buds 0 ep ness 50 
Edgeworth Eagles 540 
ugeworh Fags 2 Weston Workers 1 A eS 
PWD LE Apts — Hamilton Olympic 5S WeatheriexGumers1 Be cttand = eras 
Hie Toronto Awaba 2° EastsMaidand 2 : 
ss5123nwe ™ " Highfields Azzuri Wolves 5 30 
853024 8B Highfields Azzurri 3 Belmont Swansea 1 ‘Weathentex Gi 521 
8 5 21179 32 Broadmeadow Magic 3 Cessnock Homets. 0 —s 
8 a N 
Ls 2 : : i i IEE oe aaee R'buds 1 mw 
2 2 , 
ft ; ‘ Series Edgeworth Eagles 0 Weston Workers 0 ae ce 
43 OFF Hamiton Olympic —«-3-—Weatertex Gunners2lamilan Olympic Waris $3 t 
i‘ , ~ - Easts Maitland 2 Toronto Awaba 1 
Point ilinues a ins rom peliniay ou. tress Amani «Belmont Swamen 0. ‘Weshees Gomes S30 
Broadmeadow Magic 1-—Cessnock Homets | —‘Brodmeadow Magic anes 
Adamstown Rosebuds 52-2 


CHEAPEST PRICES 
TO SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


BONANZA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


NNSW Tables 
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Women’s State 
League 


NNSW 4 UWSMacarthor 1 
Palozzi 1, Baker 17,26, 


Alley 49 


Reserve Grade 


NNSW 10 UWS Macanhur 0 


Soccer West Coast 
Premier League 


Round 3 


Bayswater City Sorrento 4 

‘Wingell, Mison: ‘Morgan, Harland, 
Hamwell, Love 

Floreat Athena 1 Stirling Mac 0 

Georganis 

Fremantle City 6 Joondalup City 0 

Marco 2, Bourne, 

Dyers, Clissold, 

Collova 

Cockburn City 1 Kingsway Oly 0 

McNally 

Dianella WE 0 Inglewood Fale 4 
Hunter, Beretovac, 
Daly, Beake 

Western Knights 2 Perth 0 


Singeorzan, Westerburger 


Division One 
Round 3 


Queens Park 4 Bassendean Cal 3 
Armadale 1 Swanic 2 
Balcatta 1 Rockingham City 2 
‘Wanneroo City 3 Pesth City 1 
Ashflé/Bunbury 8 Stirling Saints 3 
‘North Lake 0 — Southside 1 


Queensland 
Premier League 
Round 9 


Capalaba 2 Olympics 1 

Acacia Ridge 1 Souths Uid 1 

Slacks Creek 1 Rocklea Utd 3 
Inala City — Bye 


Toowoomba 21, Rocklea Utd 16, Capalaba 16, Olympic 
Utd 13, Acacia Ridge 10, Redlands Utd9, Souths Und 8, 
Inala City 6, Slacks Creek 1, 


Division One North 
Round 9 


Eastern Subs 3. The Gap 1 
Albany Creek 1 Grange Thistle 0 
North Star 1 Pine Rivers Utd 1 
Uni of Qld 2 Newmarket 0 
Mitchelton — Bye 
XXXX League 
Round 9 
Beenleigh 1 Bundaberg Waves 2 
Mt Gravait 1 Gold Coast 1 
Ipswich Knights 2 Brisbane Lions: 2 
Brisbane City 3) Wynnum 2 
‘Taringa Rovers 2 Rochedale Rovers 1 
Vic Catholic Schools 
Div One 
Morrisson (T1) 2 Box Hill i 
Eastem Utd (T1) 3 Lillydale (T1) 0 
‘Nth Blackbur (T1) 3) Berwick 1 


Division Two 


Canterbury 6 Lilydale (12) 1 
Nth Blackbum(T2) 2 Eltham 0 
Mekillop A Eastern Ud A 
(Referee didn’t turn up) 

By Glenn Davis 


ringa Rovers leapfrogged 

Rochedale Rovers into third place 
on the XXXX League premiership table 
with a thrilling 2-1 home win at Jack 
Speare Park on Sunday. 

In an enthralling encounter, Taringa’s 
young guns snatched the winner in injury- 
time when substitute Scott Robinson 
loaded up a powerful left foot strike from 
outside the area which rocketed into the 
top corner. 

The win was well deseryed as Taringa 
missed three clear cut second-half chances 
to put the result beyond doubt while 
Rochedale, who enjoyed plenty of 
possession, failed to penetrate Taringa’s 
solid defence. 

The two stands-outs for Taringa were 
ky defender Scott Guyatt and attacking 
midfielder Richard -Hilli who were 
celebrating, along with Des Hughes, their 
selections in the Queensland team for next 
month’s clash with Auckland at Perry 
Park. 

Hilli, in his first season with Taringa 
after transferring from Coalstars, has been 
a revelation, 

His quick thinking led to Taringa’s first 
goal one minute before the interval when 
he received a lay-off from striker Martin 
Matula 25-metres out, 

Hilli sensed a shot was on when he 
noticed Rochedale keeper Elvis Guzic 
tripped as he was running back to his 
goal-line, and delicately chipped over his 
head dropping the ball just under the 
crossbar. 

The goal came after an even first-half 
dominated by possession from Rochedale 
but with the better scoring opportunities 
from the home side. 

The home side had three clear cut 
chances to extend their lead in the space 
of five minutes midway through the 
second-half but were denied by the 
outstretched hand of Guzic on each 
occasion as he fended off one-on-ones, 

Taringa striker Jason Podgi missed the 
first of the trio of chances in the 62nd 
minute when he failed with an easy 
chance from inside the box to beat the 
Rochedale keeper. 

If Podgi felt bad for missing an easy 
opportunity, then Hilli shared the same 
feelings three minutes later in a virtual 
repeat of the incident. 

Hughes, who looked dangerous many 
times but appeared to shrug off the 
responsibility to shoot, missed with a 
similar one-on-one with Guzic two 
minutes later. 

Rochedale coach Peter Bannon by this 
time had thrown caution to the wind in the 
search of an equaliser and pushed men 
forward in attack, 

His tactics changed the complexion of 
the game as Taringa were forced on to the 
back foot, picking up runners, and 
eventually were rewarded with the 
equaliser two minutes from time when 
Troy Wickstein ran through the Taringa 
defence to slot home. 

Rochedale probably had thought they 
had got out of jail with the equaliser, until 
Robinson stamped his name on the 
scoresheet with his blistering shot for the 
winner. 

In other matches ...Brisbane Lions 
were held to a 2-all draw by Ipswich 
Knights after a scoreless first-half, 
leaders Brisbane City stayed at the top 
with hard fought 3-2 win over Wynnum, 
Bundaberg downed Beenleigh 2-1 while 
Mt Gravatt and Gold Coast drew 1-1. 
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Division Liverpool were once more top of 
the tree in the First, thanks in part to Tan 
St John’s 21 goals, 

Liverpool collected 57 points, four better than any 
other side. Meanwhile Manchester United had a 
much better season and finished runners-up with 
reigning champions Everton a point and a place 
further back, Tottenham were fourth and recently 
returned Chelsea were a creditable fifth. Jimmy 
Greaves was top scorer in the division with 35 goals. 

At the other end of the table Ipswich Town were 
bottom but the other relegation place depended on the 
final game. On April 24 Bolton lost 0-4 at home to 
Wolves, opening the door for Birmingham to escape. 
24 hours later the Brummies had to win — something 
they had done just ten times previously in the season, 
— over Sheffield United, to leapfrog Bolton. The 
final score was 3-0 to City, so the Wanderers were 
relegated. 

In their place would be Leeds United and 
Sunderland. The battle for top spot was tight with 
Sunderland hoping for a win on the final day and for 
Don Revie's Leeds United to lose, 

‘The Roker lads had to play away at relegation 
threatened Grimsby Town but could only manage a 
2-2 draw. Leeds United put two unanswered goals 
past Charlton at the Valley, Top scorer for the 
division was Ron Saunders of Portsmouth with 33 
goals, but his side could only manage ninth spot, 

At the bottom Grimsby’s point against Sunderland 
Was not enough as the two teams also threatened, 
Plymouth and Swansea, picked up a point (0-0 at 
home to Rotherham and 3-3 at home to Manchester 
City respectively). This was bad news for bottom 
placed Scunthorpe who may have escaped relegation 
but lost that chance when they were defeated by 
Huddersfield 2-3 away. on April 25. Grimsby and 
Scunthorpe were replaced by Coventry and Crystal 
Palace, 

‘The Third Division was another tight battle with 
Coventry finishing over the top of faltering Palace in 
the last couple of games to take the championship, 
Palace lost their last home game 1-3 to Oldham 
whilst Coventry's single goal at home to Colchester 
‘was enough, It could have been worse for Palace but 
third-placed Watford lost on the final day (1-2. away 
at Luton Town), meaning Crystal Palace retained 
second, and the other promotion spot. Millwall, 
Crewe, Wrexham, and Notts County were relegated 
from Division Three. 

Millwall could have stayed up but another great 
escape act by Barnsley (gaining a 1-1 draw away at 
Brentford) on the final day, sent the London team 
down. 

Bristol Rovers’ Biggs had the best goal scoring 
record of the division, with 30 goals, yet the Pirates 
could only finish 12th, 

‘The four teams promoted from Division Four all 
hhad the added chance of winning the tile, Gillingham 
won 1-0 away at York to take the title on goal- 
average from Carlisle (who also won 3-1 away at 
Brighton). Workington and Exeter finished one and 
two points behind respectively after drawing against 
each other 0-0 on the final day. 

Carlisle’s Hugh Mclimoyle scored 39 goals for 
the Cumbrian, while their rivals Barrow finished 
bottom of the football league with just six wins to 


Ox two seasons after winning the Second 


their name for the entire season. 

‘The League Cup went to Leicester City who, after 
a 1-1 draw at the Victoria Ground, took Stoke back to 
their home ground and beat them 3-2. Fourth 
Division Workington did exceptionally well in the 
‘competition to make it to the quarter-finals. 

In the more prestigious FA Cup, Swansea Town 
took on Preston and West Ham faced Manchester 
United in the semi-final stage, West Ham won 3-1 
and Preston North End took out Swansea 2-1. 

So to Wembley, where another crowd of over 
100,000 roared on the combatants. It was a cracking 
final with Holden putting Preston ahead after just ten 
minutes, 

‘West Ham replied when Sissons played a one-two 
with Bymes down the left and then put a shot past 
Kelly in the Preston goal. 

But a comer to Preston led to their second goal 
with Dawson converting a free header. Seven minutes 
after half-time and another comer led to the equaliser, 
centre-half Brown heading the ball back into the arca 
for Geoff Hurst to head home. 

However two minutes into injury-time Hurst ran 
on toa Jong ball from the Hammers keeper Standen, 
then played it right and the cross went in for Boyce to 
‘convert a dramatic winning goal. 

Manager Ron Greenwood watched, the late, great, 
Bobby Moore lift the FA Cup for West Ham. 

Yeovil Town finished top of the newly expanded 
Southern League Premier Division. Romford had 
been the best team for the majority of the season but 
a run of 18 games near the end of the campaign 
(where they collected only eight points) meant they 
finished an underachieving fifth. 

At the bottom Merthyr Tydfil, Hereford, Kettering 
and Hinckley were relegated, Folkestone Town (as 
champions of Division One), Kings Lynn, 
Cheltenham, and Tonbridge won promotion, while 
bottom of the league. ended up being Barry Town, 

The Southern League Cup went to surprise 
package Burton Albion. After losing 1-2 at 
Weymouth they won 4-0 at home to take the Cup. 
Bedford Town did make the fourth round of the FA 
Cup after defeating Second Division Newcastle 
United 2-1 in the third round, and away at that! 

Rangers were again dominant in Scotland after 
they won their second successive Division One title 
and now they had a hat-trick of Scottish FA Cups. In 
the league they finished six points clear of 
Kilmamock, who once more settled for second place, 
Clearly relegated were Queen of the South and East 
Stirling, who were the runners-up in Division Two 
the previous two seasons. 

Morton finished 14 points clear of second placed 
Clyde in Division Two, but both sides were 
promoted, For Clyde it had been a quick retum to the 
top while for champions Morton, it had been a long 
wait since 1952. 

‘The Scottish FA Cup went to Rangers who 
defeated Dundee at Hampden Park on April 25, 3-1. 
Dunfermline and Kilmarnock were the losing semi- 
finalists. 

Rangers had defeated Morton 5-0 in the final of 
the League Cup. 

At least Morton had another trophy by season's 
end. The real question was, who could break 
Rangers’ dominance once again, and could 
Kilmamock ever stop coming second? 


——— 
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Blackpool 42 
Aston Villa 42 
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DIVISION 3 


Coventry C 60, Crystal P 60, Watford 58, Bournemouth 56, Bristol 
iC 55, Reading 52, Mansfield T 51, Hull C 49, Oldham A 48, 
/Peterboro’ U 47, Shrewsbury T 47, Bristol R 46, Port Vale 46, Southend 
'U 46, QPR 46, Brentford 44, Colchester U 43, Luton T 42, Walsall 40, 
Barnsley 39, Millwall 38, Crewe A 34, Wrexham 32, Notts Co 27. 


DIVISION 4 


Gillingham 60, Carlisle U 60, Workington 59, Exeter C 58, Bradford 
IC 56, Torquay U 51, Tranmere R 51, Brighton & HA 50, Aldershot 48, 
|Halifax T 48, Lincoln C47, Chester 46, Bradford 45, Doncaster R 42, 
INewport Co 42, Chesterfield 42, Stockport Co 42, Oxford U 41, 
Darlington 40, Rochdale 39, Southport 39, York C 35, Hartlepools U 
33, Barrow 30, 


COTLAND 


DIVISION 1 


Hibernian 
Motherwell 

St Mirren 

St Johnstone 
Falkirk 

Airdrie 

T Lanark 
Queen of South 
E Stirling 
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SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 


Yeovil Town 63, Chelmsford City 59, Bath City 57, Guildford City 
51, Ramford 49, Hastings United 48, Weymouth 47, Bedford Town 47, 
Cambridge United 43, Cambridge City 43, Wisbech Town 42, Bexley 
United 42, Dartford 40, Worcester City 39, Nuneaton Borough 38, 
Rugby Town 38, Margate 37, Wellington Town 33, Merthyr Tydfil 32, 
Hereford United 31, Kettering Town 25, Hinckley Athletic 20. 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 


Folkestone Town 63, King’s Lynn 61, Cheltenham Town 60, 
Tonbridge 59, Corby Town 55, Stevenage Town 48, Ashford Town 47, 
Burton Albion 46, Poole Town 45, Dover 45, Canterbury City 44, 
Crowley Town 42, Trowbridge Town 41, Clacton Town, Gloucester 
City 38, Yiewsley 38, Sittingbourne 38, Ramsgate Athletic 35, 
Tunbridge Wells Rangers 28, Gravesend & Northfleat 23, Deal Town| 
17, Barry Town 12. 


Compiled by Micky Brock 


WINTER OF 
DISCONTENT 


VE United are under suspicion of receiv- 
ing preferential treatment after going through 
the entire season without having referee Jeff Winter 
in charge, 

United boss Alex Ferguson complained bitterly about 
Winter after he sent-off Roy Keane in the 6-3 defeat at 
Southampton last season. 

That was on October 26, 1996, and Stockton-based 
Winter has not been near a United game since. The 
champions are the only Premiership club to have no 


player sent-off this season and the fact they have kept 
Winter away from their matches is increasing suspicion 
that the Old Trafford giants are enjoying favouritism. 
Other clubs, including Crystal Palace and 
‘Wimbledon, have asked for a change of referee after 
claiming they got a raw deal from certain officials. 
But they were told they cannot pick and choose 


because, with only 19 referees on the Premiership panel, 


there are not enough to go round, 

So, the fact that United seem to have got their own 
way over Winter has deepened the sense of injustice 
among the rest. “I have no idea why I have not refereed 
United since I sent Keane off,” said Winter. “If there is « 
reason for it I don’t know what it is and your guess is as 
good as mine. 

“We take charge of at least 20 games a season and, 
on that basis, would expect to haye every club at least 
once at home and once away. 

“But it has not happened for me with United this sea- 
son, although I am the fourth stand-by official for their 
final game against Barnsley. But that is nowhere near 
the same as refereeing them and other clubs are begin- 
ning to question the situation.” 

A Premiership official heatedly denied that United 
had been allowed to pick and choose - stating that no 
club would be afforded that privilege, 

“Tt is just pure coincidence that Mr Winter has not 
refereed a United game,” said the official. 

“There is no way any club would be allowed to yeto a 
referee taking charge of one of their matches.” 

‘The Premiership are so concerned about the growing 
resentment over referees, they have advertised for a new 
supremo to make the match appointments and explain 
controversial incidents — a PR exercise which is sadly 
lacking at the moment. 


FLETCHER FOR 
NEWCASTLE? 


kK Dalglish has been given the seal of 
pproval by Freddie Fletcher, the Newcastle 
United chief executive who has been heavily tipped to 
become the troubled club’s new chairman during the 
summer. 

Fletcher's glowing reference would appear to refute 
suggestions that even if the St James’ Park club triumph 
against Arsenal in the FA Cup final, Dalglish’s position 
‘as manager is by no means guaranteed. 

Indeed this week's arrival of former Scottish and 
Newcastle Breweries managing director Alistair Wilson, 
‘as communications director, is seen as a threat because 
the new board member is not thought to be one of his 
supporters. 

The fans, too, remain lukewarm to Dalglish, a situa- 
tion not helped by the performance of a side which 
began the season in the Champions League but who are 
now battling relegation. 

‘Their biggest worry is that going down would cost 
them the services of England captain Alan Shearer. 
There is also the fear that if Daiglish were to either jump 
or be pushed from his job then the $30 million striker, a 
huge admirer of the manager, would follow him. 

‘Yet Fletcher calls on the supporters to believe in the 
manager, insisting: ‘Kenny Dalglish’s record speaks for 
itself, He has had enormous success at Liverpool and at 


Blackburn Rovers. 

“We were always going to have to go through a peri- 
od of transition, and I have been impressed by the way 
Kenny has handled it. 

“There are some good young players coming through, 
such as Andy Griffin who arrived from Stoke and Steve 
Glass, whom Kenny brought in from Aberdeen. There 
have been a lot of changes here and there will be more 
in the summer. Kenny has helped us re-organise the club 
and has done a good job. 

“While I do not believe that 16th in the league 
reflects the quality of the players that we have at our dis- 
posal, I am confident that as we continue to make 
changes we can look forward to a far more successful 
season next year.” 

Fletcher, however, insists he is not trying to delude 
the club's huge mass of fans who remain deeply dis- 
gruntled over the recent, well-publicised indiscretions of 
former chairman Freddy Shepherd and Sir John Hall’s 
son Douglas, which cost the pair their positions on the 
board, 

He added: “The fans have had a miserable year 
which is why it is more important than ever that we 
maintain our standing in the Premiership and try to 
make sure they have a thoroughly good day out at 
Wembley where, pray to God, we win the FA Cup. I 


Kevin Keegan 


think the players are also aware of what is a stake. They 
are a sensible bunch and they appreciate things have not 
gone well this season.” 

Dalglish, who has never had to undergo the kind of 
criticism he has endured almost since the moment he 
succeeded Kevin Keegan, will be relieved that Fletcher, 
at least, has gone public in his support. 

However, if Newcastle United fail to beat Arsenal on 
May 16 the Toon Army may find it difficult to remem- 
ber the chief executive's call for unity. 


JERSEY MOVE FOR 
JOHNSON 


erton chairman Peter Johnson, by moving to 
(Jersey, is set to join the ranks of soccer tycoons 
who run their multi-million-pound empires off-shore. 
‘The move comes as Johnson faces violent criticism 
from fans angry at Everton's current relegation plight. 
He will have to fly back from the Channel Island tax- 
hayen to watch matches and attend board meetings. 


HENDRIE/BOSNICH 
OFFERS 


ston Villa manager John Gregory is poised to 
offer an amazing seven-year contract to highly- 
rated 20-year-old rookie midfielder Lee Hendrie and 
goalkeeper Mark Bosnich a five-year deal. 
He is also having re-signing talks with striker Julian 
Joachim, right-back Gary Charles and midfielder Mark 
Draper. 


Mark Bosnich 


“Lee's progress has been outstanding and it is vital 
that we protect the club's investment in him,” said 
Gregory. Australian international Bosnich said; “If a 
new contract was placed in front of me, I would be look- 
ing at signing it.” 


GINOLA’S CONCERN 


avid Ginola believes Tottenham’s relegation bat- 
tle is ruining his chances of playing in this sum- 
mer’s World Cup Finals, 

‘The former Newcastle midfielder has been in excel- 
Tent form since his move to White Hart Lane at the start 
of the season,. 

Spurs manager Christian Gross even telephoned 
France manager Aime Jacquet to sing the praises of the 
winger who is the club's leading scorer with six goals, 
But Ginola has been left out of Jacquet’ latest squad for 
the friendly with Sweden on April 22 in Stockholm. 


David Ginola 


With time running out before the tournament starts in 
June in his home country, 31-year-old Ginola fears 
Spurs’ plight has given Jacquet the wrong impression 
about his form. 

Ginola said: “It's difficult for the manager because he 
knows Spurs are in a relegation position. 

“If we were in the top five he would be more interest- 
ed by me but at the moment we are in a relegation posi- 
tion, and he thinks I am struggling like the team. 

“If you don’t come to look at games and just see the 
results, they lost, lost or drew, and there is nothing on 
TV about how I was fantastic, you must think I am not 
playing well.” 

Ginola was blamed by many critics after his mistake 
in the final qualifying game for USA 94 contributed to 
France missing out on what looked a certain place in the 
finals. 

But he believes it is time that he was given one more 
chance and still holds out a faint hope that Jacquet may 
give him the opportunity to redeem himself. 

“There is always a chance, and I hope I will be in the 
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next game. We have four games to go with Tottenham, 
and if we can get some good results I think he has to call 
‘Me just to try.” 


LAMA’S FRENCH 
RECALL 


est Ham goalkeeper Bernard Lama has been 
recalled to the French squad for the first time 
in more than a year. 

Lama, together with Arsenal’s Patrick Vieira and 
Nicolas Anelka, is in Aime Jacquet’s squad to face 
Sweden in Stockholm in a World Cup warm-up match 
tomorrow night (Wednesday). 

However Chelsea defender Frank Leboeuf has been 
overlooked. 

Lama last played for France against Holland in 
February 1997, but was dropped and then banned after 
smoking cannabis, 


PARLOUR’S KEY FORM 


rsenal’s assault on the Premiership and FA Cup 
Double’ could propel Ray Parlour into Glenn 
Hoddle’s World Cup squad of 22. 

The Arsenal midfield player, named in England’s last 
two squads, is almost certain to make his debut in 
tomorrow night's World Cup warm-up match against 
Portugal at Wembley. 

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger, the man who 
steered Hoddle towards a 
coaching career when they f 
were together at Monaco, 
has been pressing Parlour’s 
claims to a place in France, ff 

I don’t think there has 
been a better player in the 
Premiership in Parlour 
position this season,” 
Wenger said. “He's got sta- 
mina, speed and ability and 
it’ isual to get all three 


Born in Romford, the 25-year-old who joined Arsenal 
as a trainee in 1989 has been the epitome of consistency 
this season. He has played 41 first-team games for 
Arsenal — only Nigel Winterburn has appeared in more, 

Hoddle rewarded Parlour’s progress with a place in 
the B team that lost 2-1 to Chile at West Bromwich in 
February. 

Now he is challenging Neweastle’s Robert Lee and 
Liverpool’s Jamie Redknapp for a place in Hoddle's 
final 22. 

What makes him so valuable is that he can comfort- 
ably adapt to the wingback role, as he did for Arsenal 
last season, 

“He has impressed me enormously in recent weeks,” 
Hoddle said. 

Parlour himself refuses to dwell on his World Cup 
prospects. “As I’ve yet to play for England's senior 
team, it’s not something that I'm thinking too much 
about,” he noted cautiously. 

“What I think is important is that I continue to play as 
well as I.can for my club. That is the key to everything,” 


GONG FOR HUBBARD 


mer Rangers star Johnny Hubbard is to be 
awarded an honorary MBE by the Queen. 

Hubbard, born in Pretoria, South Africa, was known 
as the spot-kick king at Ibrox, converting 54 penalties 
out of 57, including 23 in succession. 

He scored 106 goals in 238 games during a 10-year 
spell with the club, helping them to a league and cup 
double in 1953. 

Hubbard said: “The honour has come completely out 
of the blue. I am thrilled and delighted, 

“I don’t think too many South African sportsmen 
have picked up a medal of this kind and it means $0 
much to my family.” 

Rangers also won the title in 1956 and 1957 in an era 
when the diminutive Hubbard thrilled the home support- 
ers with some dashing displays an the wing. 

He left the Glasgow giants in 1959, moving to Bury 
for $12,000 in 1959 before returning to Scotland and 
Ayr United in 1962. 

Hubbard retired in 1964 but has continued to play an 
active role in coaching youngsters. 

He helps run a class at Rangers as well as taking 
charge of an U/11 side based near his Prestwick home. 

The MBE has been approved in recognition of his 
services to football, the local community and particular- 
ly young people. 
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By Joe Russo 


WHO WILL MALDINI SELECT? 


‘here is much speculation, and I’m sure many anxious players, wondering who national coach Cesare 
Maldini will select in about a month for France 98, 

Italy's World Cup squad for France will be selected then and surely there are about 40 players who must rate 
themselves as some sort of chance, 

Coach Maldini will need to narrow this down to a final 22, which these days is really 23, given FIFA’s new 
regulation regarding a third goalkeeper. 

It basically means most squads will select 20 outfield players plus two goalkeepers. In the event of a goalkeeper 
being injured, FIFA will allow a third goalkeeper to be added to the squad. 

So just who will Maldini select? While some players are absolute certainties,as usual it is the ‘fringe’ players who 
will cause much conjecture. 

Furthermore, with Italian players now playing all over the world, unlike in past years when a national coach 
merely had to monitor the Serie A, Maldini will need to keep a close eye on things in England, Spain and France at 
least. 

‘Tomorrow night (Wednesday) Italy play Paraguay in a friendly game at the Tardini Stadium in Parma. Maldini 
will no doubt experiment with his line-up, but it will also be an indication of his thinking. 

At best, Maldini could be described as a typically defensive Italian coach. He is from the old school of 
‘catenaccio’ (the lock defensive system), where a strong and well organised defence is the key. 

Maldini, therefore, will probably select seven defenders, seven midfielders and six forwards as part of his 20 
outfield players, 

Injuries will also play a part ~ already defender Ciro Ferrara will be out because of his broken leg sustained back 
in February, 

Maldini Snr does have World Cup experience, which can only be another plus for the Azzurri, He was assistant 
coach to Enzo Bearzot in 1982 when Italy won the World Cup in Spain, 

Let’s have a closer look at the potential players for the Azzurri squad in France 98. The goalkeepers, well they are 
the easiest to select as they virtually pick themselves, 

‘The best three currently are, in order, Angelo Peruzzi (Juventus), Gianluca Pagliuca (Inter) and Gianluigi Buffon 
(Parma). Buffon is only 20-years-old, but has been in superb form for Parma in the last two Years. 

Peruzzi and Pagliuca (Italy's number one at USA 94) practically speak for themselves. Should injuries play a part 
with any of these three, then Francesco Toldo (Fiorentina) would be an outside chance. 

In defence, 1 would select Paolo Maldini (Milan, captain), Alessandro Costacurta (Milan), Alessandro Nesta 
(Lazio) and Fabio Cannavaro (Parma). These four are virtual certainties given their great form at club level. 

For the other three defensive squad positions, I would go for Gianluca Pessotto (Juventus), Christian Panucci 
(Real Mardrid) and Antonio Benarrivo (Parma). 

Benarrivo may raise some eyebrows, however his experience and form warrant him a place. He has played for 
Ttaly on several occasions, but it is fairly hard when you are a left-side defender and you are competing with Paolo 
Maldini for a place in the starting line-up! 


Don’t be surprised if (dad) Cesare plays (son) Paolo Maldini in a more central defensive role, just like coach 
Arrigo Sacchi did at the last World Cup. 

The selection of midfielders is a more difficult task and Italy currently is not that strong in this area, How they 
mnust long for the days of Marco Tardelli and Co.! 

Nevertheless, out of the current players, Demetrio Albertini (Milan), Roberto Di Matteo (Chelsea), Diego Fuser 
(Lazio), Angelo Di Livio (Juventus), Dino Baggio (Parma), Eusebio Di Francesco (Roma) and Luigi Di Biagio 
(Roma) would be my selections. 

Should injuries play a part here then players such as Antonio Conte (Juventus) and Sandro Cois (Fiorentina) could 
also be considered, 

Tt is in attack that Italy are blessed! To select six will be an enormous task, with at least another six who could 
count themselves most unlucky. 

My selections would be Allesandro Del Piero (Juventus), Pippo Inzaghi (Juventus) Christian Vieri (Atletico 
Madrid), Fabrizio Ravanelli (Marseille), Gianfranco Zola (Chelsea) and Roberto Baggio (Bologna), 

Coach Maldini will probably think that Del Piero, Zola and Baggio are far too similar as players, It will probably 
mean that either Zola or Baggio misses out and someone such as Pierluigi Casiraghi (Lazio) comes in. 

Other strikers who could also be considered are, Francesco Moriero (Milan), Enrico Chiesa (Parma), Vincenzo 
Montella (Sampdoria) and Francesco Totti (Roma). 

‘Names of the past such as Roberto Mancini (Lazio), Giuseppe Signori (Sampdoria) and Marco Simone (Paris 
Saint Germain) won't even get a look in! 

‘What a headache this all must be for coach Maldini. He will need to sort it all out yery shortly. Good luck 


Signore! 
ALL ITALIAN FINAL 


T= ‘years ago it was Parma and Juventus in an all-Italian final of the UEFA Cup. Seven year ago it was 
Inter and Roma in another all-Italian final. 

‘This year it is Inter and Lazio who will guarantee that the UEFA Cup returns to Italy, after a two year sojourn in 
Germany, thanks to both Baye Munich and then Schalke 04, 

Ttalian teams have a wonderful history in recent years in the UEFA Cup. Now either Inter or Lazio will add their 
name to the honour roll after the final on May 6 in Paris. Unlike Inter, Lazio have never won a European trophy. 

Recent past Italian teams to have won the UEFA Cup include Parma (1995), Inter (1994 and 1991). Priot to 
Napoli’s win in 1989, the last Italian team to win was Juventus in 1977, 

Since they have never won in Europe before, it would be nice if the boys in the light blue shirts from Rome could 
add their name to the honour roll. 


KOUND 31 PREVIEW 


Juventus v Inter 
In Italy they call it the “Derby of Italy”. This year if could be the game that decides the champion with only four 
rounds remaining. 
Juventus and Inter are neck-and-neck at the top of the Serie A ladder and both have Euro finals to consider. A win 
here for either team is crucial for the title aspirations. 
The Delle Alpi Stadium in Turin will be packed to the rafters. Juve lost in Round 14 to Inter 1-0 at the San Siro. It 
may be the case of them winning this time by a similar scoreline, 


In Other Games: 
Lazio v Parma; Piacenza v Atalanta 


Brescia v Bologna; Sampdoria v Fiorentina 
Empoli v Lecce; Milan v Napoli 
Udinese v Roma; Bari v Vicenza 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


— Compiled by Mario Ercharr — 


LIBERTADORES LATEST 


olon have started well in the 
Libertadores Cup, The 
Argentines played with ten men for 60 
minutes but was able to get away with 
a 1-1 draw. Claudio Marini put Colon 
1-0 ahead in the 71st minute, but Jorge 
Soto equalised in the 85th. 
Meanwhile, Argentine champion, 
River Plate, defeated Alianza Lima 2-0 
and finished first and unbeaten in Group 
o 


Pablo Aimar in the 51st minute and 
youngster Dario Figueroa in the 59th 
scored for River Plate. 

River Plate finished top with 13 points 
followed by Colon of Santa Fe and 
Alianza Lima, both with seven points. 

Sporting Cristal, in one of its worst 
campaigns in the Libertadores Cup, 
finished last with only four points, 


GROUP TWO 

Vasco da Gama of Brazil and America 
of Mexico drew 1-1 in a very rough 
match played at Rio de Janeiro. 

Ecuadorean referee Byron Moreno 
sent-off Alberto Garcia Aspe, Salvador 
Lara and Terrazas from America and 
Odvan and Alex of Vasco da Gama, 

Garcia Aspe opened the score for 
America in the sixth minute through a 
penalty and Richardson equalised for 
Vasco in the 70th, 

At the end of the game, the police were 
called to stop a fight between players and 
officials of both teams, 


SECOND ROUND 

Barcelona of Ecuador, Cerro Porteno 
of Paraguay and Bolivar of Bolivia 
started the 1998 Libertadores Cup second 
round with victories over Chilean 
champion Colo Colo, Colombia’s 
America of Cali and Bucaramanga of 
Colombia respectively. 

Meanwhile Gremio of Brazil and 
Nacional of Uruguay drew 1-1, 

Ecuadorean champion Barcelona 
defeated Colo Colo of Chile 2-1 at 
Guayaquil’s Isidro Romero stadium in 
front of 35,000 spectators, 

Agustin Delgado opened the score for 
Barcelona in the 47th minute, but Chilean 
international striker Manuel Neira 
equalised for Colo Colo in the 74th. 

Most expected the match to finish in a 
draw, yet in the last minute Colo Colo’s 
defender Mario Salas brought down 
Barcelona’s striker Gustavo Sotelo and 
midfielder Marcelo Morales scored the 
winning goal for the locals from the spot. 

Barcelona finished with ten men after 
Anthony de Avila was sent-off midway 
through the second-half. 


CERRO PORTENO DEFEATS 
AMERICA OF CALI 

Cerro Porteno defeated Colombian 
champion America of Cali, 1-0, at 
Asuncion’s Defensores del Chaco 
stadium, in front of 27,000 spectators. 

The only goal fo the game was scored 
by Juan Paredes in the 75th minute 

The Colombians finished the game 
with only nine men after Carlos Gutierrez 
(15th minute) and Fernando Asprilla 
(76th) were sent-off. 


ASCO BEATS THE DEFENDING 
CHAMPION CRUZEIRO 
Vasco da Gama defeated Libertadores 
Cup defending champion Cruzeiro 2-1, in 
the Brazilian derby played at Vasco’s Sao 
Januario stadium, 
The defending champions went 1-0 


ahead in the 20th minute when Marcelo 
scored a penalty kick, But six minutes 
later Vasco’s striker Luizao equalised 
with a header, 

In the second-half, Donizete netted the 
winner for Vasco in the 16th minute 


BOLIVAR WINS AWAY 

Bolivian champion Bolivar almost 
assured its passage to the quarter-finals 
with a 2-1 victory over Bucaramanga of 
Colombia at Bucaramanga’s Alfonzo 
Lopez stadium. 

Brazilian striker Sergio Joao was 
Bolivar’s hero scoring both goals, in the 
8th and 40th minutes, 

Colombian international Gustavo 
Restrepo pulled one back in the 71st 
minute through a penalty. 


GREMIO’S IMPORTANT AWAY 
DRAW. 

Gremio of Porto Alegre scored a very 
important 1-1 draw away, against 
Nacional of Uruguay. The draw was more 
important because the Brazilians ended 
the match with 10-men, after Mauriliho 
and Scheidt were sent-off in the second 
half. 

Nacional also had Federico Bergara 


red-carded in the second-half. 

Former Uruguayan international strike 
Ruben Sosa put Nacional 1-0 ahead in the 
42nd minute with a perfect free-kick. 

Twenty minutes earlier Gremio’s 
goalkeeper Darlei saved a penalty kick 
from Sosa. 

Gremio found the equaliser in the 49th 
minute when Guihlerme beat Gustavo 
Munua 

The return match will be played at 


Gremio in happier days. 
Gremio’s Olympic stadium. 


NEXT MATCHES 

Tomorrow, Wednesday, in Mexico 
City, the local club America will face 
Argentine champion River Plate while in 
Santa Fe, Colon of Argentina entertains 
Paraguayan champion Olimpia. 

Meanwhile in Lima, the local 
champion Alianza Lima will play five 
time Libertadores Cup champion Penarol. 

The retum matches will be played on 
April 29, 


SALAS MISSES PENALTY AS BOCA 


SHOCK RIVER 


Boca Juniors mantained its hex over arch-rivals and current 
Argentine champions, River Plate, with a dramatic 3-2 victory, at 
Boca’s stadium in front of 45,000 spectators. 

River Plate went in to the match without six of its stars 
because of their involvement with the national team. 

Young midfielder Santiago Solari, after a brilliant solo effort 
put River Plate ahead in the 26th minute, 

But River Plate’s luck started to dissipate when Serie A bound 
superstar Marcelo Salas, in his last derby before he leaves, 
missed a penalty kick in the 53rd minute. 

It was the turning point of the game, and three minutes later 
Claudio Caniggia took advantage of a defensive blunder to level 
the scoreline for Boca. i 

The home side started to take control and striker Martin 
Palermo, who was a permanent threat for River defenders, put 
Boca Juniors 2-1 ahead in the 67th and five minutes later 
defender Arruabarrena netted the third for the locals. 

River pulled one back in the 89th minute through Marcelo 
Salas, but it was too late. 

It was another set back for River Plate, who have not beaten 
Boca since 1996. 

Other results: 

Newell’s Old Boys 3 Colon 2, Rosario Central 1 Union 1, 


Racing Club 1. 


Estudiantes de La Plata 1 Argentinos Juniors 0, Espanol 1 


CHILE IN SERIOUS 
WORLD CUP MODE 


he Chilean national league will be be 

suspended on May 6 to allow the 
national team to continue with its build up 
preparation for France 98, after a petition 
from coach Nelson Acosta was accepted by 
the Chilean Football Association. 


Paraguay tomorrow (Wednesday) in Rome. 


Italy, their first oponent in France 98, against 


They will play Colombia at Santiago's 
National stadium on April 21 followed by a 
friendly international against Lithuania on April 
29. 


Ivan Zamorano won't be among the 22 
players for the match against Colombia but he 
could play against Lituania. 2 

During the month of May, Chile will play 3 
another three friendly internationals with ™ 
Argentina in Buenos Aires,Uruguay in Santiago 
and with Tunisia in France. 

Chile is in Group B of the World Cup 
together with Italy, Austria and Cameroon, 

Acosta’s assistant, Gustavo Huerta, will 
travel to Europe to watch the match between 


Ivan Zamorano: Not in the Acosta's 
Squad for the Colombia game. 


LIBERTADORES CUP HIGHEST SCORERS 
AFTER FIRST QUALIFYING ROUND 


Sergio Joao (Bolivar, Bolivia) 7 goals 
Juan Pablo Angel (River Plate, Argentina) 5 


Jose Franco (Penarol, Uruguay) 4 
Luis Monzon (Olimpia, Paraguay) 4 
Hugo Ovelar (Cerro Porteno, Paraguay) 4 
M. Cardetti (River Plate, Argentina) 3 
A. Mendoza (Sporting Cristal, Peru) 3 
M. Nunez (Nacional, Uruguay) 3 
Ricardo Perez (America, Colombia) 3 
M. Regueiro (Nacional, Uruguay) 3 
Hector Tapia (Colo Colo, Chile) 3 
David Bisconti (Universidad Catolica, Chile) 2 
Marcelo Escudero (River Plate, Argentina) 2 
Manuel Neira (Colo Colo, Chile) 2 
Garcia Aspe (America, Mexico) 2 
Gabriel Alvez (Nacional, Uruguay) 2 
Walter Sanez (Alianza Lima, Peru) 2 
Gustavo Restrepo (Bucaramanga, Colombia) 1 
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LATIN HOTSHOTS 


as = ra 


Victorian Institute of Sport Soccer Squad 1997-98 


Back row, left to right: Mustafa Mustafa. 1 Cuzzupe, Serhal si, Bill Petrovski. 
Middle row: David Clarkson (Assistant Coach), Murray Baum (Team Manager), Tony G Joshua Kennedy. Ernie Merrick (Head Coach), Steve Laurie, Martin John, Aaron Healey 
Pruscino (Sport Science Assistant). 


Lou Kastner (Goalkeeper Coach). * 
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